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Numbers, decimals, dates and 
fractions

1 In pairs, do task questions 1–10. After each 
question, check your attempt with the answer key 
and tips in Exercise 2. Practise saying the numbers 
until you can say them quickly and correctly.

1 Read out this number: £18,540

2 Read out this large number: 569,045 

3 Read out this even larger number. What do you 

notice about the punctuation? 2,450,000

4 How do you say this? 1,000,000,000

5 How many ways can you say zero in English? 

6 Read out the decimals: 0.36; 0.5

7 Say this telephone number: 0044 821 886

8 Say the following dates: 1964; 2003; 2011; 2016; 

6/2/15

9 Can you read fractions?  ½; ¾; 5/8; 1½; 1¾ 

10 Read out the names of these British monarchs:

 Richard III; Henry VIII; Edward VII; Elizabeth II

2 Answer key and tips. Use this section to check your 
answer in Exercise 1.

1 £18,540 is read: eighteen thousand, five hundred 

and forty pounds. Notice that we use commas 

in English to separate hundreds, thousands and 

millions. The currency sign comes before the 

number.

2 569,045 is read: five hundred and sixty-nine 

thousand and forty five. Notice the use of and 

before numbers between 1 and 99 and that 

thousand is not said with an ‘s’.  

3 2,450,000 is read: two million, four hundred and 

fifty thousand. Commas are used after millions and 

hundreds of thousands.

4 1,000,000,000 is read: one billion. Notice a billion 

in English is a thousand million and has 9 zeros,

 not 12.

5 The number zero can be said in a number of ways 

depending on what it refers to: zero (temperature); 

nil (sport); oh (telephone numbers); love (tennis); 

nought (decimals).

6 The decimals 0.36 and 0.5 are read: nought point 

three six and nought point five. We say decimals in 

two parts, usually with the word nought and always 

with the word point. 

7 0044 821 886: oh oh four four, eight two one, 

double eight six. Each number is stated individually 

in a telephone or credit card number. When there 

are two numbers the same next to each other, we 

can use the word double. For area codes, e.g. 0034 

for Spain, we can say oh oh three four or double oh 

three four.

8 1964; 2003; 2011; 2016: nineteen sixty-four; two 

thousand and three; two thousand and eleven or 

twenty eleven; two thousand and sixteen or twenty 

sixteen. Years are read as two numbers, e.g. 1912 

is nineteen twelve. Notice that years after 2010 can 

be read twenty eleven, etc. Remember that we use 

ordinal numbers for days in dates, e.g. 6/2/1912 is 

the sixth of February nineteen twelve.

9 With fractions, read the top number first ½; ¾; 5/8;    

1½; 1¾: a half; three-quarters; five-eighths; one 

and a half; one and three-quarters. Notice the use 

of the hyphen. 

10 Richard the third; Henry the eighth; Edward the 

seventh; Elizabeth the second. You read these 

titles with the definite article the and the ordinal 

number eighth, fourth, eleventh, etc. 

3 In pairs, decide what types of numbers are 
presented below (a–k). Then read them out using 
the answer key and tips section to help you.

a) 0034 914 223 3322      

b)  5/1/1955         

c) £8,566,000        

d) George VI        

e) 7¾      

f) 0.588          

g) Liverpool – 1, Real Madrid – 0       

h) €789,055        

i) 32,556,721                        

j) 1984 by George Orwell 

k) 41,492,638,526
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02
Negation

1 Read the grammar box above. Then use the words 
in the box to complete the sentences.

neither       never      nobody       none       nor 
not    no    nothing      nowhere      none of    not

1 _________  John  _________  Mike had ever heard 

of the pop group before.

2 _________  tastes as good as my grandmother’s 

home-made soup.

3 _________  had I been so insulted in all my life!

4 _________  in the room had ever seen a live bear 

before.

5 _________  the candidates passed the job 

interview. We’ll have to advertise again.

6 Believe me, that village is really remote. It’s in the 

middle of _________ .

7 _________  only did he arrive on time, he also 

bought some flowers.

8 _________  having studied a language before, I 

found Spanish really difficult.

9 _________  amount of persuasion could make 

Percy change his mind.

10 There were six pizzas and then there were 

_________ ; they’d all been eaten up!

2 Read the grammar box. Then, in pairs make a list 
of other words you know with negative prefixes 
and suffixes.

3 Add a negative prefix or suffix to the words in the 
list. Use a dictionary if necessary.

1   forestation 

   ________________  

2   moral

   ________________  

3   satisfaction 

   ________________

4   human

   ________________

5   important 

   ________________

6   penny 

   _______________

7   believer 

   ________________

8   home 

   ________________ 

9   child

   ________________  

10  conformist

   ________________  

11  legally

   ________________ 

12   fiction 

   ________________  

13  doubt

   ________________ 

14   happy

   ________________

4 In pairs, complete the dialogues with the short 
negation phrases in the box.

you needn’t have nope no way    not at all 
never ever        neither not bad      

1 Mum: Have you ever skipped school?

 Dan: _________ ! I promise.

2 Janet: Thanks for helping me carry the shopping.

 Ed: _________ . My pleasure.

3 Francis: Josh has just spoken to me.

 Anna: _________ ! I don’t believe it.

4 ’Have you seen Martha this morning?’ Jane asked 

nervously. ‘_________’, replied Jake in an informal 

and disinterested manner.

5 Dad: How was your maths exam?

 Sid: _________ . It could have been worse.

6 Paula: Did you go to the cinema or the theatre in 

the end?

 Terry: _________ . I stayed in all night.

7 Adam: I brought you a little something, a gift, from 

my trip to New York.

  Eve: Oh Adam, _________ . You shouldn’t waste 

your money on me.

5 In pairs, write a dialogue using as many short 
negation phrases from Exercise 4 as you can. Write 
up to 12 lines.

1 Negative pronouns are: none, nobody (no one) for 

people, nowhere for places, and nothing for things 

and objects.

2 none of is a quantifier like some of; both are used 

with the definite article and a noun.

3 not only, not having and no amount of are used 

to start sentences; they are examples of inverted 

structures used to create emphasis.

1 Words in English can be made negative by the use 

of prefixes: a-, anti-, de-, dis-, il-, im-, in-, ir-, no-, 

non-, un-; e.g. irresponsible, immature. Non- can be 

attached to many words.

2 Many negative words are adjectives that are formed 

from a noun + a suffix, e.g. -less; careless, worthless.

Common negative words

Negative prefixes and suffixes
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03
Expressing emphasis, surprise and 
disappointment

1 Read the conversations. What is the problem in 
each situation?

Conversation 1

Andrea: I think everything is set up for the exhibition. 

Any news on the artist?

Bob: Edward is not coming to the opening of the 

exhibition.

Andrea: Oh, how terribly disappointing! Why didn’t 

you try to persuade him?

Bob: I did try to persuade him but he just wouldn’t 

listen. 

Andrea: What a shame! 

Bob: Even Picasso himself couldn’t have persuaded 

him.

Andrea: So it seems.

Conversation 2

Sue: Gosh, it’s freezing in here! Why didn’t you put 

the heating on?

Fiona: I did put the heating on. It just takes a while to 

heat up and these heaters are old.

Sue: So I believe. I don’t suppose you spoke to the 

rental agency about this.

Fiona: I did speak to them and I actually spoke to the 

landlord himself.

Sue: And what did he say?

Fiona: He said the heaters worked perfectly well 

and that we didn’t pay enough rent to warrant any 

investment in a new system.

Sue: How typical! It’s just awful.

2 In pairs, answer the questions.

1 What do you think Andrea and Edward’s 

professions are?

2 How would you describe Andrea’s responses? 

What words does she use?

3 What’s Bob’s attitude? How does he emphasise 

emotion?

4 What is the relationship between Sue and Fiona?

5 How does Fiona feel when Sue speaks to her?

6 Does Sue have a high opinion of her landlord?

3 Read the grammar box and underline examples in 
the conversations for items 1–5.

4 Complete the dialogue using the information in 
Exercise 3. There may be more than one possibility.

A: I’m thinking of buying a flat in London.

B: 1 _________ , that’s a bold move! But you don’t like 

London.

A: I 2 _________ like London. I 3 _________ don’t like 

crowded places.

B: And it’s very expensive. 

A: So they 4 _________ .

B: I’ve lived there 5 _________ . I can’t see how you 

could afford to buy there.

A: It’s not a problem. I’ve just inherited some money.

B: 6 _________ a stroke of luck! Who from?

5 In pairs, write two separate dialogues. Use words 
to create emphasis and include one or all of the 
phrases in the box.

What a nuisance!     What a thing to say!
How very extraordinary!     Wow, this is really cool!

6 Read out your dialogues to another pair. Ask 
them to guess the context for each conversation, 
the relationship between the speakers and their 
attitudes.

1 Exclamatory sentences are used to express surprise, 

disappointment or indignation: How + adj, What + a 

+ adj + noun, Gosh/Wow/My god + sentence.

2 so is used at the beginning of a clause when a 

speaker wants to emphasise that they already 

know something. It is used with the verbs say, hear, 

understand, seem, tell and believe.

3 Emphatic pronouns refer back to a noun or pronoun 

to emphasise it: myself, yourself, himself, herself, 

itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves.

4 The auxiliary do is used before the infinitive form of 

the main verb for emotive emphasis.

5 just is used for emphasis before adjectives, verbs and 

negative statements. 

Emphasis, surprise and disappointment
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04
Adverbs and adverbial phrases       
of manner

1 Complete the sentences with the words and 
phrases a–h. There may be more than one possible 
answer.

1 Lydia was really prepared for her interview. She 

knew her subject ___ .

2 The artist was meticulous. All his paintings were 

created ___ .

3 My mum says I’m hopeless. I always leave my 

bedroom ___ .

4 The soldier died in battle. He fought ___ .

5 When Felix is nervous, he behaves ___ .

6 The school concert was entertaining and the girls 

sang ___ .

7 The foreign diplomat greeted his guests ___ .

8 James was so upset that he cried ___ .

a) with great care

b) like a baby

c) enthusiastically

d) in a silly way

e) in a brave manner

f) inside out

g) nicely

h) in a mess

2 Compare your answers to Exercise 1 with a 
partner. What do the words and expressions add 
to the sentences?

3 Read the grammar box and match each rule 1–4 
with the pairs of example sentences a–d.

4 Read the grammar box and match each rule 1–5 
with the pairs of example sentences a–e.

5 In pairs, write a narrative of 50–100 words using 
five of the adverbial phrases in the box.

in a bold manner    without care   
with bravery      in a mess       upside down    
in an aggressive way      like a bat out of hell
inside out   

6 Share your narrative with another pair in the class.

1 Adverbs of manner tell us how something happens. 

They are usually placed either after the main verb or 

after the object. ___

2 Many adverbs are formed by adding -ly to an 

adjective; however, there are also irregular adverbs 

such as hard, fast and well. ___

3 An adverb of manner cannot be placed between a 

verb and its direct object. The adverb must be placed 

either before the verb or at the end of the clause. ___

4 If there is a preposition before the object of the verb, 

you can place the adverb of manner either before the 

preposition or after the object. ___

a) I listened carefully to the teacher’s instructions. 

 I listened to the teacher’s instructions carefully.

b) You speak Russian well.

 You type fast.

c) He opened the door slowly.

 She spoke quietly.

d) The poet enthusiastically received the prize. 

 The poet received the prize enthusiastically.

1 Many adverbs can be replaced by their adjective 

forms in adverbial phrases, e.g. in + a + adj + 

manner/way. ___

2 Adjectives that end in -ly cannot be made into 

adverbs by adding -ly, so we use different expressions 

such as in + a + adj + manner/way. ___

3 Some adverbs can be replaced by their noun forms in 

adverbial phrases, e.g. with or without + noun. ___

4 There are a number of idiomatic adverbial phrases of 

manner that start with like. ___

5 Adverbial phrases can give information about how 

something was placed or left. ___

a) She smiled in a friendly way.

 The politician responded in a silly manner.

b) Luke answered rudely.

 Luke answered in a rude manner.

c) He hung the painting upside down.

 He wore his shirt inside out. 

d) She screamed like a baby.

 I felt like an idiot.

e) He did his work carelessly.

 He did his work without care.

Adverbial phrases of manner

Adverbs of manner
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05
Time expressions

1 Match the time expressions (1–8) with the 
categories (a–h).

1 last Wednesday, within a month, in 1998 ___

2 half an hour, a term, a decade ___

3 earlier (on), an hour before ___

4 for four days, all week, over Christmas ___

5 later (on), shortly after ___

6 just as, while, as ___

7 rarely, on a weekly basis ___

8 first of all, next ___

a) duration

b) anteriority 

c) simultaneity

d) divisions of time

e) points in time

f) frequency

g) sequence of events

h) posteriority

2 Read the sentences and decide which concepts the 
underlined words express. Choose a, b or c.

1 This time tomorrow, I’ll be swimming in the 

Aegean Sea.

 a) a point in time  b) duration  c) frequency

2 The internet was invented in the last century.

 a) sequence of events  b) duration  

 c) a division of time

3 I was relieved that Hector arrived early for the 

ceremony.

 a) a point in time  b) anteriority  c) simultaneity

4 I quite often go to Chinatown for lunch when I’m in 

London. 

 a) a point in time  b) duration  c) frequency

5 The government changed its policy later on, after 

many demonstrations.

 a) anteriority  b) posteriority  c) sequence of events

6 Frank played the computer game all day long, he 

was completely obsessed.

 a) a point in time  b) duration  c) a division of time

7 I haven’t seen the new Star Wars film yet. Have 

you?

 a) anteriority  b) posteriority  c) a division of time

8 The Williams family have been managing the farm 

since 1999.

 a) a point in time  b) duration  c) a division of time

9 I’m staying in the UK until next February. 

 a) duration   b) simultaneity  c) a division of time

10 Fred works for the factory day in day out, he rarely 

has a day off.

 a) a point in time  b) duration  c) frequency

11 Just as I arrived, everybody started to leave. It 

wasn’t a great party.  

 a) duration   b) simultaneity  c) sequence of events

12 First of all we tried to buy a coffee from the 

machine, but it didn’t work. Then we went to the 

café next door.

 a) duration  b) sequence of events  

 c) a division of time

3 Read the sentences and replace the underlined 
words with the words in the box.

quite often     a week earlier     next     season
while     for a week     later on     this evening

1 As she was buying the ticket, the train left the 

station. (simultaneity)

 _____________________________________________

2 First peel the potatoes. Then, put them in hot 

water to boil. (sequence of events)

 _____________________________________________

3 The concert was great, so they went on to a bar 

afterwards. (posteriority)

 _____________________________________________

4 They’re staying in the hotel from Monday to 

Sunday. (duration)

 _____________________________________________

5 Jane gets her hair done frequently. (frequency)

 _____________________________________________

6 I’m meeting Carol at five to seven. (a point in time)

 _____________________________________________

7 I was with him seven days previously. (anteriority)

 _____________________________________________

8 Summer is definitely my favourite time of the year. 

(a division of time)

 _____________________________________________      

4 In pairs, think of other alternative time expressions 
for the gaps in Exercise 3.
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Modal verb review

1 In pairs, discuss the questions. Then read the text.

1 Do you watch singer contests on TV? 

2 How do you think contestants feel before 

competitions? 

3 What preparation do they need to do? 

2 Answer the questions using the information in the 
text.

1 What can’t singers do in the final?

 _____________________________________________

2 What must Jordan do tonight?

 _____________________________________________

3 What hasn’t Daniela managed to achieve so far?

 _____________________________________________

4 What advantage could the girl band have?

 _____________________________________________

5 How can singers reduce the effects of nerves?

 _____________________________________________

3 Look at the underlined words in paragraphs 1–5.
Match each paragraph with the functions a–e:

a) Advice ___

b) Possibility and probability ___

c) Necessity ___

d) Ability ___

e) Permission ___

4 In pairs, organise the modal verbs that express 
possibility and probability into three degrees of 
certainty. Can you add any other verbs to the list?

5 What do you think happened later during the show? 
Who do you think might have won? Speculate using 
perfect forms of the verbs in the box.

can     might     must     could     will     should 

• The judges won’t have … 
• There could have been …

6 Choose the correct option to complete the 
sentences.

1 They say you must / needn’t / shouldn’t swim 
directly after a meal. It’s dangerous.

2 I think Barcelona will / can’t / want to win the 
cup this year. They’ve won every match so far this 
season.

3 How disappointing! There ought to / will / must 
have been more people at the conference. We 
invited more than two hundred.

4 Although it was a struggle until the very end, 
I could possibly / might have / managed to 
succeed!

5 According to the rules, you aren’t allowed / 
shouldn’t / ought to eat in the classrooms.

6 You managed to / are able to / had better pay 
more attention to your teacher if you want to pass 
the exam.

Tonight is the big final of The Voice on 
TV. What are people involved in the 
contest thinking and feeling?
1 Trever Norris – show producer
There aren’t any rules for the final, really. The contestants can 

sing songs by well-known singers, but they aren’t allowed to 

perform their own. They may use dance routines used by other 

artists and they can have dance coaching before the show. 

2 Jordan Gaynor – contestant
I’ve got through to the final, it’s awesome. I need to work on 

my nerves, when I’m nervous I sing off key. My voice coach 

says I must breathe calmly when I’m on stage and I have to 

focus on the song and not on the competition. You want to be 

100% immersed in the lyrics and music.

3 Daniela Rose – contestant
I know I can win the final. I managed to beat that boy band 

last week and I was able to get some positive feedback from 

Barry Butler – that’s rare, he’s a tough judge. It’s true that I 

couldn’t get the audience to support me, but who knows what 

will happen tonight. 

4 Barry Butler – judge
It’s likely to be a close contest this evening. Perhaps Jordan 

Gaynor will do well or he might get nervous and ruin it all. 

Daniela could possibly steal the show, she’s been performing 

well. The girl band East Life should be fun. They ought to get 

a lot of audience support if they can sort out their dancing. 

But who knows? There may be some big surprises in the final 

tonight.

5 Lydia Lawrence – voice coach
My advice to finalists is that they should get a good night’s 

sleep and they ought not to eat a heavy meal before the 

contest. They needn’t practise too much beforehand, but they 

had better drink a lot of water to keep their voice from drying 

up – it’s a common problem with nerves.

Performance 1 Extra Practice Book © Pearson Educación, S. A., 2016                                    Photocopiable
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07
Expressing quality, quantity and 
degree

1 Read the restaurant and café reviews.

2 Discuss in pairs.

1 Which restaurant gets the best review?

 _____________________________________________

2 Which restaurant gives you a lot of food?

 _____________________________________________

3 Which restaurant needs to be redecorated?

 _____________________________________________

4 How does each reviewer describe the positive and 

the negative points?

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

5 What does the -ish mean in bluish?

 _____________________________________________

6 Write a summary sentence of each review.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

3 Complete the chart with the words and phrases in 
bold in the reviews.

4 In pairs:

a) Organise the words in column 1 into words that 

express large, medium and small quantities.

b) Organise the words in column 3 into words that 

express stronger and medium degrees. 

5 Write your own review of a real or imaginary café 
or restaurant experience.

• Decide whether to write a positive or negative 

review.

• Mention some or all of the following: service, food, 

drink, atmosphere, decor, price.

• Use words and phrases to express quantities, 

qualities and degree from Exercise 3.

• Write 60–70 words.

6 Share your review with other members of the class.

The Millennium Café
I went there with a classmate on a Friday night. 

It was extremely busy and the service was quite 

bad. This place definitely needs a face-lift. The 

decor is rather tired looking with bluish walls and 

old furniture, almost as cold as the food. Eventually 

we got our club sandwiches which were absolutely 

disgusting.

Jenny’s English Kitchen
I went there with my boyfriend. There were some 

thirty people there, twice as many as the last 

time we were there. This place is very popular 

and really good value for money. Jake had fish 

and I had a steak. Both dishes were so good that 

we’d go back there and order them again, and 

everything for thirty something pounds!  

The News Café
You don’t have to be good at maths to realise that 

this place is expensive. It has a plush atmosphere, 

soft sofas and coffee tables with piles of 

newspapers on them. As for the coffee, it was just 

tasteless! When we complained, the waiter said 

he was terribly sorry – not good enough for those 

prices. None of my friends who have been there 

think it’s a cool place to go.

Mr Chow’s
Mr Chow’s is a typical Chinese restaurant. We 

ordered several dishes, but they all arrived at once. 

The dishes were nice to look at but rather bland. 

Portions were very big. For dessert, we ordered 

two dishes. Both were incredibly sweet. We did 

have fun, though. We used chopsticks, which are 

quite easy to handle after a little practice.

Words to 
express 
quantity

Words to 
describe 
qualities

Words to 
express 
degree
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08
Linkers and connectors

1 Match the linkers and connectors (1–7) with their 
functions (a–g). 

1 in addition, as well as, too, also, as well ___

2 such (+ a/an + adj + noun), so (+ adj + that) ___

3 however, nevertheless, even so, despite, in spite of, 

while, whereas ___

4 this means, as a result, so, therefore ___

5 in case, if, unless, providing, as long as ___

6 to, in order to (+ verb), in order that, so that          

(+ subject) ___

7 because of, owing to, due to, as a result of, thanks 

to (+ noun), so, as, since, because (+ clause) ___

a) To express condition

b) To introduce causes and reasons

c) To add extra information

d) To contrast ideas

e) To add emphasis

f) To introduce consequences and results

g) To express purpose

2 Choose the correct option to complete the 
sentences.

1 In addition / As well to being a natural source of 

fibre, apples are full of vitamins. 

2 Take your umbrella unless / in case it rains.

3 Providing / Unless the budget is approved in the 

meeting today, we can launch the project next 

week.

4 The government is holding meetings in order to / 

therefore get everyone’s support. 

5 Whereas / In spite of her enormous effort, Jill was 

not able to win the competition.

6 There is a high level of unemployment because / 

because of the recession.

7 I was so / such a happy that I kissed my next-door 

neighbour. 

8 Owing to / Because Maggie loved her son so 

much, she forgave him.

3 Replace the underlined words with an appropriate 
alternative (a, b, c or d).

1 All my students have smartphones. As a result we 

now have access to the internet in the classroom.

 a) As a consequence of     b) Such     

 c) This means     d) Due to  

2 Even though governments have warned about 

the dangers of tobacco, people still continue to 

smoke.

 a) Despite     b) Because of     c) Providing 

 d) Although

3 You can go to the shopping mall providing you do 

your homework first.

 a) unless     b) as long as     c) because of     

 d) in case

4 He worked every weekend in order that he could 

save up sufficient funds to go to college.

 a) in order to     b) so to     c) providing   

 d) so that

5 While most of the people interviewed agreed with 

the idea, a small number totally disagreed.

 a) Due to     b) However     c) Whereas 

 d) As a result  

6 As I am never going to eat meat again, I’m going 

to really enjoy this last steak.

 a) Since     b) Although     c) Due to     

 d) Despite 

7 You would benefit from researching your essay 

more thoroughly as well as checking it for mistakes.

 a) however     b) in addition to     c) too 

 d) in order to

8  Many families lost their homes due to the terrible 

floods.

 a) despite     b) owing to     c) because     d) as
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An article about a cultural icon

Who was P. L. Travers?
1  On her death in 1996 nobody knew very much about 

the author P. L. Travers. One of her obituaries claimed 
that she was the daughter of a sugar plantation owner 
while another said her father was an Australian 
politician. Personal friends and contacts told 
conflicting accounts of her past and family. 

2 Helen Goff was born in Australia in 1899. Her father 
died when she was seven, leaving Helen and her 
delicate mother in poverty. Life was tough, a bitter pill 
to swallow, and one of Helen’s ways of coping was to 
invent stories for herself and her two younger sisters. 
By the time she was a teenager she had started writing 
poems and had become an actress. In 1924, she moved 
to London and changed her name to Pamela Lyndon 
Travers. Here she was able to reinvent herself and 
recreate her past. By the early 1930s she had conceived 
one of the 20th century’s best loved fictional icons, 
Mary Poppins. 

3 Mary Poppins was first published in 1934 and was the 
first of a series of nine books presenting a world of 
childhood fantasy and the notion of the ideal family. 
Poppins is a strict but loving nanny who looks after 
two children as well as their parents. Travers described 
the Poppins world as ‘family’; was this an attempt to 
fantasise about a childhood that she had never had? 
Mr Banks, a successful banker who learns to love his 
children, was probably an attempt to reinvent her 
father, who was sacked from his job in a bank because 
of his alcoholism. Pamela’s Aunt Ellie, described as 
stern but kind, was a stable figure in her childhood and 
could have been the inspiration for Mary Poppins. 

4 Most people know the Poppins story from the 1964 
Disney film. Apparently Travers disliked the ‘softening’ 
of her characters and loathed the cartoon animation. 
In spite of its huge success, she refused to work 
with Walt Disney or indeed anybody else ever again. 
She continued to write novels until 1988 and also 
continued to tidy up her own personal past. 

5 As Mary Poppins says, ‘a spoonful of sugar helps the 
medicine go down’. It seems that Helen Goff was as 
much a master of fiction in her real life as she was in 
her books.
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1 Read the text and then discuss with a partner if the 

statements are true (T) or false (F). Quote from the 
text.

1 The writer’s father was an Australian farmer. 

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

2 Her childhood role models were her parents. 

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

3 Travers first started writing when she moved to 

England. 

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

4 The author of the article makes the case that 

Travers tried to escape her past through her fiction. 

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

5 The article suggests that Travers liked to share the 

ownership of her work with others.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

6 Being ‘serious’ and having to ‘suffer to become 

better’ were values that P. L. Travers probably 

admired. 

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

2 Which narrative tenses are used in the article? 
Which narrative tense isn’t used?

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

3 In which paragraph(s) (1–5) can you find the 
information (A–G)?

A Information about the author’s attitude to             

her work. ___

B A metaphor for something unpleasant. ___

C Intriguing information to get the reader’s      

attention. ___

D A quote to help sum up the article. ___

E A rhetorical question to get the reader’s attention. 

___

F Information about the author’s main work and 

influences. ___

G Biographical information about the author. ___

Web search

Make a list of ten real people that are presented as 
cultural icons of the 20th century.

Make your own list of five fictitious cultural icons. 

Task 

You are going to write an article about a 20th-century 
cultural icon which will be read by your fellow classmates. 
This is a collaborative piece of writing. Write up to 350 
words.

Step 1 • Research

1 In your group decide on a cultural icon category 
from the box to research and write about. 

A A fictional character and his/her author    
 (cartoon character, detective, etc.).

B An icon of sport or popular music.

C An iconic politician or historical figure.

2 Delegate and carry out your research. Collect 
information, make notes and find an image to 
illustrate your article.

Step 2 • Write, plan and assemble 

1 Decide on the paragraph plan of the article; use 
ideas from Exercise 3.

2 Select content for each paragraph from your notes.

3 Divide into pairs or smaller groups. Each group 
will be responsible for drafting one paragraph, 
following the plan (introduction, biographical 
details, work and influence, etc.).

Step 3 • Drafting and editing 

1 Make copies of the draft paragraphs for a group 
editorial meeting.

2 As a group decide how to improve the paragraphs. 
Do they read well? Is there a variety of narrative 
tenses?

3 As a group decide how to join up the paragraphs. 
Do the linkers and connectors work? Are there 
topic sentences?

4 Write your final draft (take turns to type).

Step 4 • Share your article

Distribute your final article or post it online.  
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A presentation about an education system

Introduction
Approximately one trillion dollars is spent on education 
each year in the United States and the country spends 
more per person on education than most other countries 
in the world. Despite this, the United States only ranks 
14th in Pearson’s index of the best education systems in 
the world. It does, however, have eight of the world’s ten 
top rated universities and colleges; the other two are in 
the UK.

K12
Primary and secondary education is obligatory in the 
United States. The system is a mix of public and private. 
About 87 percent of school-age children attend public 
school, nearly ten percent attend private schools and 
roughly three percent are home-schooled. Education 
is compulsory between an age range of 5–8 and 16–18 
depending on the state. The literacy rate in the United 
States is 99 percent.

K12 institutions and grades
In most states education is divided into three levels and 
the institutions are called elementary school, middle 
or junior high school and high school. Children are 
organised by age groups starting in kindergarten, from 
first grade (around age five or six) to twelfth grade, the 
final year of high school. 

K12 governance and funding
Locally elected school boards have jurisdiction over 
individual school districts and set curricula, budgets and 
policies. The government for each state sets the overall 
standards and mandates standardised tests. The federal 

government has in recent years tried to impose national 
guidelines, which have been adopted by just over half of 
the states. Funding comes from local, state and federal 
government.

Higher education
There are around 5,000 colleges and universities in 
the United States. They are administered by public 
and private bodies and offer a wide range of subjects. 
Post-secondary education is divided into college, where 
students can obtain a first tertiary degree, often a 
bachelor’s degree; and graduate school, where one can 
study for a master’s, doctorate or professional degree. 

Approximate enrolment figures:
Primary including kindergarten
37.9 million
Secondary
26.1 million
Post-secondary including graduate school
20.5 million
Total enrolment in the US education system
84.5 million students 

Education in the USA
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Web search

In small groups, find charts or diagrams to 
represent the following: 
1 A diagram of the US education system. 

2 The top ten world universities.

3 A map of the US states which have the best and worst 
education results.

Practise giving a presentation of one of the 
diagrams.
•  This is a diagram / pie chart / map showing …
•  The largest segment in terms of student numbers is …
•  If we compare x with y, we can observe that …
•  I’d like to draw your attention to this figure …
•  Let’s take a look at the rankings for …

Task 
You are going to give a presentation to your fellow 
classmates about an education system. The presentation 
will be unscripted, but you can present written bullet 
points, graphs and charts.

Step 1 • Research

1 In your group, choose a country from the box. You 
are going to research and present information 
about its education system. 

Canada     The UK     Ireland     Australia

2 Allocate tasks among the group members and 
carry out your research. Collect graphs, charts, 
statistics, links, etc. Make notes.

Step 2 • Write, plan and assemble 

1 Write notes to cover similar areas to the 
paragraphs in the model text.

2 Decide how you are going to present this 
information in your presentation (bullet points, 
graphs, etc.).

3 Assemble the presentation and decide who is 
going to do what. Remember the presentation 
must be unscripted, but you can use prompts.

Step 3 • Practise your presentation 

Practise giving your presentation. Consider using 
the useful language below and the language you 
used for the web search.
•  Our presentation is about …
•  We’re going to talk about the following areas …
•  It’s interesting to observe that x percent of …
•  Can you guess which is the best university in …?
•  Our final point is about …
•  Have you got any questions?

Step 4 • Give your presentation

Give your presentation to the class and/or post it 
online.

1 In pairs, scan the text for the words in bold. What 
do they mean? Are they similar or different in your 
language?

2 Read the text again and complete the summary 
sentences with one word.

1 Although the US education system has one of the 

biggest budgets in the world, it doesn’t _________ 

top of the list of the world’s best education 

systems.

2 _________ is the term used for primary and 

secondary education in the USA.

3 A small percentage of school-age children actually 

study at _________ .

4 American children are organised into 12 _________ .

5 _________ school is the institution attended by 

upper-secondary teenagers in the USA.

6 The _________ government is responsible for 

_________ state standards and evaluation criteria.

7 At college you can study for a _________ degree.

8 Eighty-four point five million students are

 _________ in the US education system.

3 In pairs:

1 Find and underline in the text words similar to 

approximately to describe numbers.

2 Find and underline in the text examples of the 

passive.

3 Read out all the numbers in the text.
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