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A better worldUnit 6

Reading

 A hot new idea

It’s 7.30 on a freezing December morning in 
the centre of Stockholm. Thousands of people 
are pouring into the Central Station to take 

the train to work. Inside the station it’s nice and 
warm, thanks to the busy shops and restaurants and 
the body heat of the 250,000 commuters who pass 
through the station every day. In the past, the heat 
generated by these people used to evaporate in the 
air and be lost for ever. Now, however, engineers 
have figured out a way to use it to warm an office 
building across the road. Although they may not 
realise it, Swedish commuters have become the 
latest source of alternative energy!

The idea of using body warmth to heat buildings is 
not a new one. In fact, a large shopping centre in 
the north-east of the United States is already doing 
this. Stockholm, however, is the first place where 
engineers have managed to transfer excess body heat 
from one building to another. As Karl Sundholm, one 
of the managers of the project, explains: ‘This is old 
technology, but used in a new way.’

The basic thinking behind the scheme is very 
simple. The ventilation system in the station 
collects the heat and transforms it into hot water. 
Machines then pump the water to the other 
building, where it is used to heat offices. This 
ingenious idea has two main things going for 
it. First of all, it’s cheap – about 25% cheaper 
than conventional heating; and, of course, it’s 
environmentally friendly, as it doesn’t consume 
scarce resources, such as oil or gas, or pollute the 
atmosphere.

The big question is: will this system have a 
significant impact globally? The prospects actually 
look pretty good, as many countries are now 
looking into the benefits of urban body heat 
distribution. Ultimately, however, the decision 
to implement this technology in any particular 
country will depend on its climate, and on the price 
of energy. Sweden is obviously a good candidate, 
as it has cold winter temperatures and high energy 
prices. However, Saudi Arabia probably won’t be 
introducing this technology any time soon.

Comprehension

1 Answer the questions in your own words.

1 How are railway commuters helping some office 
workers?

  

  

2 Why does Karl Sundholm say: ‘This is old technology, 
but used in a new way’? (line 20)?

  

  

3 What are the arguments in favour of this new form 
of heating?

  

  

2 Choose the correct option according to the text.

1 In the station … 

a) there are lots of people.

b) it is very hot.

c) people are walking slowly.

d) a lot of people are drinking coffee.

2 What is the answer to the question: ‘Might this  
system have a significant impact globally?’

a) Definitely, yes.

b) Definitely, no.

c) It’s possible.

d) Probably not.

3 Which of these countries would probably   
be a good candidate for using the system?

a) Egypt

b) Germany

c) Kenya

d) Cuba

3 Find words or phrases in the text that mean the 
opposite of:

1 very hot (paragraph 1)  

2 empty, without activity (paragraph 1)  

  

3 against it (paragraph 3)   

4 abundant (paragraph 3)   

4 Complete each sentence with a word or phrase that 
expresses the meaning of the text.

1 In the past they didn’t use to  

  

2 If the ventilation system didn’t collect the heat,   

  

3 So far, Sweden is the only country  
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Unit 6 A better world

3 MODAL VERBS: OBLIGATION / PROHIBITION / 
NECESSITY Match up the pairs of sentences.

1 You don’t have to take the exam. e

2 In this country you must recycle your rubbish. 

3 You should get solar panels for your house. 

4 You mustn’t smoke here. 

5 You shouldn’t talk in the cinema. 

a) It’s a legal obligation.

b) It’s totally forbidden.

c) It’s very anti-social.

d) I really recommend it.

e) It’s completely your decision.

4 Indicate whether the two options express: A the 
same idea; B similar ideas; C completely different 
ideas.

1 a) We must conserve water. A

 b) We have to conserve water.

2 a) We mustn’t come early. 

 b) We don’t have to come early.

3 a) You must think more about the environment. 

 b) You should think more about the environment.

4 a) You needn’t use your car every day. 

 b) You don’t have to use your car every day.

5 a) Did you have to work late? 

 b) Must you work late? 

6 a) You ought not to shower with hot water. 

 b) You mustn’t shower with hot water.

5 Circle the correct option.

If you’re going to spend the summer in Florida, you 
1 should / won’t need to bring a thick coat. But you 
2 ought to / shouldn’t bring some suntan cream and 

you really 3 must / don’t have to wear light clothes. It’s 

very hot and humid there! You 4 shouldn’t / needn’t 

go out in the middle of the day, either – unless you like 

extremely high temperatures. And you 5 mustn’t / didn’t 

have to forget to bring your sunglasses, because you’re 

going to need them. You 6 needn’t / should arrive at 

the airport at least two hours before your fl ight leaves. 

You 7 don’t have to / ought to have a special visa if you 

are going for less than three months but you 8 have to / 

should check in advance just in case.

GRAMMAR

1 MODAL VERBS: POSSIBILITY / ABILITY / SPECULATION / 
DEDUCTION Match the modal verbs to their use.

should / won’tshould / won’t  bring a thick coat. But you  bring a thick coat. But you 

Engineers in Sweden 1 have been able to 
design a heating system based on the warmth 
of the human body, and everyone there 
2 must be very satisfi ed with their achievement. 
What’s more, a lot of other countries 3 might 
use this system in the future. This obviously 
4 can’t be a bad thing, as it will help to protect 
the environment. If we 5 could design more 
eco-friendly inventions like this in the future, 
the world would be a better place.

a) hypothetical ability
b) speculation about the future
c) ability
d) positive deduction
e) negative deduction

1 c       2       3       4       5 

2 Circle the correct option.

1 I can’t / couldn’t see him tonight because I’m busy.

2 The heating system in Stockholm may / must be very 
good for the environment, as it’s 100% clean.

3 He never recycles his rubbish. He can’t / must be 
very interested in sustainable development.

4 Engineers could / have been able to use body heat 
for a number of years now.

5 I’m sure that you must / could do it if you tried hard.

6 Some cold countries have been able to / might use 
the Swedish system in the future.

7 He’s sure that he could / ’ll be able to come tomorrow.

8 The heating can’t / might not be very good if we all 
feel cold!
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6 a) MODAL PERFECTS Write complete sentences, using 

a modal perfect.

1 They / must / meet / on holiday.

  They must have met on holiday. 

2 I should / close / the door.

  

3 She / might / arrive / already.

  

4 They / can’t / buy / the house.

  

5 He / could / be / doctor (but he didn’t want to).

  

 b) Match the sentences in 6 a) to the uses.

a) Negative deduction about a past event 4

b) Speculation (uncertainty) about a past event 

c) Hypothetical ability in the past 

d) A criticism or regret 

e) Positive deduction (certainty) about a past event 

7 Complete the sentences with the correct modal 
perfect construction.

1 We  should have separated  (separate) the rubbish 
yesterday but we forgot.

2 He                                          (arrive) yet because he 
said that he would phone.

3 You                                          (be) very sad when you 
heard the tragic news.

4 The exam was easy. I don’t know how anyone 
                                         (fail) it.

5 We                                          (win) the competition if 
we’d entered. Now we’ll never know.

8 Rewrite the underlined phrases using a modal perfect.

1 There’s no food in the fridge, so I suppose that Frank 
hasn’t done the shopping.

  Frank can’t have done the shopping. 

2 Perhaps they haven’t seen our email.

  

3 I’m very angry with you. You haven’t cleaned your 
room.

  

4 He had the ability to be a great footballer, but he was 
lazy.

  

5 Mrs Jones was on holiday, so she defi nitely didn’t 
steal the money.

  

Round-upRound-upRound-up

9 Circle the correct option.

What 1 might / must the city of the future look like? 
To fi nd the answer, you 2 shouldn’t / don’t have to use 
your imagination. You just 3 need to / may look at 
Masdar City in Abu Dhabi, a new green metropolis 
that will not use any fossil fuels. You 4 may / have 
to think that someone 5 must / can be crazy to try to 
build a city in the middle of the desert. However, 
the designers of Masdar 6 have been able to create 
/ should have created a prototype that will have 
no carbon emissions and produce no waste. Not 
everything is going to plan, though. They 7 should 
have / must have completed the fi rst phase in 2009, 
but they 8 had to / must postpone construction 
because of fi nancial problems. The Abu Dhabi 
government 9 can’t have been / can’t be very happy 
about this when it happened. In fact, they 10 could 
have / must have decided to cancel the entire 
project, but they didn’t. Now, if there are no more 
problems, people 11 will be able to / must start living 
in the new city from 2015.

  For more information about Masdar City, go to: 
www.masdarcity.ae

The city of the future … now

Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108

10 Rewrite the sentences, without changing the 
meaning. Begin with the words indicated and use a 
modal verb.

1 It’s possible that they’ll have fi nished Masdar by 2025.

 They  

2 It isn’t necessary for us to use oil.

 We  

3 I’m sure that Masdar is the most ecological city in the 
world.

 Masdar   

4 It would be good if more governments built cities 
like Masdar.

 More governments  

5 I’m sure that it wasn’t easy to design Masdar.

 It  
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VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR

1 TOPIC VOCABULARY REVIEW Choose the correct 
option.

1 Oil is an example of a … 

a) greenhouse gas.

b) fossil fuel.

2 To reduce global warming, we need to … 

a) have a small carbon footprint.

b) have rubbish dumps in cities.

3 Driving smaller cars will contribute to … 

a) waste disposal.

b) sustainable development.

4 Landfi ll sites are a type of … 

a) recycling.

b) waste disposal.

2 Complete each sentence with a word or expression 
from exercise 1.

1 People are recycling more, so                                        
are getting smaller.

2 He’s sold his car, so he’s reduced his                         

3                                                   means not consuming 
more resources than we should.

4 Nuclear power plants use uranium, which is 
not a                                                     

5 Some scientists are not convinced that                         
                      is taking place.

3 WORDS IN THE TEXT: GROW Tick (✓) the sentences 
that are correct.

1 They grow tomatoes in the garden. 

2 Tomatoes grow in the garden. 

3 They are growing this problem. 

4 This problem is growing every year. 

4 Match the beginnings and endings of the sentences.

1 He’s a growing boy, so … 

2 He needs to grow up … 

3 He thinks that the growth … 

4 He didn’t like the idea at fi rst … 

5 He is part of a growing movement … 

a) but now it’s growing on him.

b) in greenhouse gasses is not a problem.

c) he needs to eat a lot.

d) in favour of green products.

e) and start taking things seriously.

5 a) DESCRIBING PROCESSES AND QUANTITIES Fill in 
the gaps with the appropriate form of the words 
given.

get           lack           lead           rise           trend

Will China become the superpower of the twenty-

� rst century? It certainly won’t if it doesn’t solve one 

problem: a serious 1                of clean water. Firstly, 

China has a huge population – more than 1.3 billion 

people live there, and the population 2                          

by over 100% in the last 60 years. Secondly, China’s 

water resources are not large: it has 20% of the world’s 

population but only 7% of all the water in the world. 

If present 3               do not change, the World Bank 

estimates that, by 2020, 30 million people in China 

will have to move because they do not have enough 

water to survive.

Moreover, the problem isn’t just the quantity 

of water in China; it’s also the quality. 

Water pollution is very common, and the problem 
4                                worse every year. Three-quarters 

of the rivers and lakes are polluted, and it is estimated 

that 700 million people drink contaminated water 

every year. In recent years, this 5                   to serious 

health problems for many people, and even to death 

in some cases.

 b) Say whether the statements are true or false.

1 There is enough clean water in China. 

2 The population has got bigger. 

3 The World Bank is pessimistic. 

4 The quantity of water is more problematic 
than the quality. 

5 Some people are dying because of a lack 
of clean water. 

Beijing

Tianjin

Shanghai
Chongqing

Shenzhen
Hong Kong

Guangzhou

Top 7 most populous 
Chinese cities: (metro area 
populations, 2010-2011)

M06_PERF_WB_01ESP_6104_U06.indd   44 08/01/13   11:51



Unit 6 / A better world  45 

A better world A better world Unit 6
6 TALKING ABOUT POSSIBILITY / THE FUTURE Circle the 

correct option.

1 If present trends continue, the situation is about to / 
likely to get worse in the future.

2 If greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise, 
temperatures are bound to / unlikely to get higher.

3 We were unlikely to / about to install solar panels 
when we realised that they were very expensive.

4 We’re likely to / unlikely to improve the 
environment unless people change their attitudes.

5 London is bound to / about to become a greener city 
if the Capital Growth project is a success.

7 Rewrite the sentences using an appropriate 
expression from exercise 6.

1 He’ll probably come later this evening.

  

  

2 This project will be a disaster if we don’t all work 
together.

  

  

3 I was going to switch on the TV when the phone 
rang.

  

  

4 The possibility that they will agree with our plan is 
not high.

  

  

5 Your children probably won’t recycle in the future if 
you don’t set them a good example.

  

  

8 Make the sentences true for you. Use the expressions 
from exercise 6.

Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Grammar reference: page 108Wordlist: page 125Wordlist: page 125Wordlist: page 125Wordlist: page 125Wordlist: page 125

Round-upRound-upRound-up

9 Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.

1 Sustainable                       is what the world needs.

2 China has a serious                       of water.

3 The Earth’s climate is                       hotter.

4 We need to reduce                       gas emissions.

5 I didn’t like Beijing at fi rst, but now the city 
is                       on me.

6 Temperatures have been                       for the last 
20 years.

10 Choose the correct words to fi ll in the gaps.

bound     carbon footprint     environment     fossil fuels     
global warming     grow     grow up     lead     likely     

rubbish dump     trends     waste

Republic of Freedonia: 
Declaration of State of Emergency

Our country’s 1                  is in crisis. All the 
experts agree that the current 2                  of 

pollution and population growth are 3                  to 
cause serious destruction if we do not reverse them. 
For this reason we have decided to pass the following 
laws with immediate effect:

✷ All 4                                 are declared illegal. 
This includes petrol and coal.

✷ Any adult with a 5                                            
of over 2 tonnes will go to prison.

✷ Everyone must use their garden to 6                  
fruit and vegetables.

✷ All citizens must recycle 100% of their 
7                    . The municipal 8                              
is now closed.

✷ Anyone who says that 9                                     
is not happening will go to prison.

These laws are 10                  to be in place for a 
minimum of fi ve years. We believe that they will 
11                  to a radical improvement in the 
current situation. We also believe that it is time 
for Freedonia’s citizens to 12                  and accept 
their responsibilities. LONG LIVE FREEDONIA!

1 I                                    go to university.

2 I                                    to get a car for my birthday.

3 My parents                                    be happy if I do 
well in my exams.

4 The school term                                    fi nish soon.

5 I                                    ride a bike next weekend.

What about you?

M06_PERF_WB_01ESP_6104_U06.indd   45 08/01/13   11:51



 46 

Unit 6 A better world

Plan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, check

WRITING /  A DESCRIPTION 
OF A PLACE

León: take a bike!

1           However, León does not just have a glorious 
past; it also has a very green present.

2           This is good news for both León’s permanent 
residents and the people who come to visit, as they 
can now move around almost the whole city on two 
wheels. The good news doesn’t end there, however. You 
don’t need to have your own bike to ride around León, 
since you can hire one. What’s more, it won’t cost you 
anything because it’s completely free! Finding a bike 
is also very easy, owing to the many pick-up points 
throughout the city.

3           The next time you come to León, you should 
park your car outside the city centre and take a bike!

Analysis

1   Ideas. Add these topic sentences to the 
appropriate paragraph.

a) The conclusion couldn’t be clearer.

b) The city of León, in the north of Spain, has a rich and 
ancient history.

c) Thanks to the efforts of the city council, the city now 
has over 20 kilometres of cycle lanes.

2 What four main initiatives are mentioned in the 
second paragraph?

  

  

3 Language. a) Look at the highlighted expressions in 
the text. What relationship do they express?

  

 b) Which of the expressions are followed by verbs? 
And which by nouns?

  

  

 c) Write down the four different modal verbs in 
the completed text.

  

Language work

4 Match up the beginnings and ends of the sentences 
and circle the correct connector.

1 I like living in the city centre as / because of 

2 We need to modernise these buildings due to / 
owing to the fact that 

3 The situation has got better due to / as 

4 I want to leave this city because of / thanks to 

a) the pollution.

b) they are not energy-effi cient.

c) you can walk everywhere.

d) more people are recycling.

5 Correct the mistakes in the sentences.

1 The school is now more energy effi cient thanks as 
the new plan.

  

2 I always take the tram because of it’s quick and clean.

  

3 The city centre is now much less polluted owing to 
it’s completely pedestrian.

  

4 By air pollution, some people wear masks.

  

5 Due that the population is increasing, we need to use 
resources better.

  

Writing template: page 133Writing template: page 133Writing template: page 133Writing template: page 133Writing template: page 133

6 Write an essay on the subject: What should cities 
do to become greener?

1 Write down all the ideas you can think of. You 
can fi nd some in the text on this page and in the 
texts on pages 70 and 158 of the Student’s Book.

2 Select three or four ideas. Decide on the order 
you will present them in.

3 Think about how you will begin and end your 
composition.

4 Write your composition. Try to use 
connectors of cause and effect to describe the 
benefi ts of your ideas.

M06_PERF_WB_01ESP_6104_U06.indd   46 08/01/13   11:51



Unit 6 / A better world  47 

A better world Unit 6
1 MODAL VERBS: POSSIBILITY / ABILITY / SPECULATION / 

DEDUCTION Choose the correct way to rewrite the 
sentences.

1 I am able to run 10 kilometres.

 I can / might run 10 kilometres.

2 If  it stops raining, it will be possible for us to go for a 
walk.

 If it stops raining, we might / will be able to go for a 
walk.

3 Perhaps we will create greener cities in the future.

 We may / can create greener cities in the future.

4 The shops are all closed. There is only one explanation: 
today is a holiday.

 The shops are all closed. Today can / must be a 
holiday.

5 They want to sell their house, so it’s clear that they 
don’t like it.

 They want to sell their house, so they can’t / might 
not like it.

6 It would be possible for him to pass his driving test if  
he weren’t so nervous.

 He could / must pass his driving test if he weren’t so 
nervous.

2 MODAL VERBS: OBLIGATION / PROHIBITION / 
NECESSITY Match the sentences to the descriptions.

it’s a good idea it’s not a good idea           
it’s a legal obligation it’s necessary           
it’s not necessary it’s prohibited

1 I need to buy an electric car.   it’s necessary 

2 I should recycle more.  

3 I don’t have to drive to work.  

4 I mustn’t smoke in the offi ce.  

5 I shouldn’t use so much water.  

6 You must drive on the left in the UK.  

3 Choose the correct verb for each sentence.

don’t have to       must       mustn’t       should       shouldn’t

1 I  must  get up early tomorrow because the train 
leaves at 7am.

2 He                                recycle his rubbish but he 
doesn’t want to.

3 I love the summer – I                                do any 
homework.

4 You                                smoke in a petrol station; it’s 
very dangerous.

5 You                                spend so much time watching 
TV. Why don’t you go out more?

4 MODAL PERFECTS Match the situations to the 
descriptions.

1 She’s seen her exam results. She looks very sad. d

2 She’s seen her exam results. She looks very happy. 

3 She’s not sure if she’s passed the exam. 

4 If she’d studied more, she would defi nitely 
have passed the exam. 

5 She did the exam very well, but the teacher 
didn’t like her, so she failed. 

a) She should have passed the exam.

b) She may have passed the exam.

c) She must have passed the exam.

d) She can’t have passed the exam.

e) She could have passed the exam.

5 Translate the sentences into your own language.

1 They have been able to reduce pollution in the city.

  

  

2 We might come tomorrow.

  

3 You don’t have to use so much water.

  

4 You mustn’t use so much water.

  

5 He must have been happy when he heard the news.

  

  

6 He could live with his parents but he prefers to live 
with his friends.

  

  

7 You should have separated the rubbish yesterday.

  

  

8 We could have bought the more expensive car – we 
had enough money.

  

  

9 She can’t give a lot of thought to the environment, 
because she’s got a huge car.

  

  

10 I ought to use the car less.

  

Essentials

 I  I can / mightcan / might
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1 Circle the correct option.

The town of Avilés in Asturias 1 used to be / has been 
one of the most polluted urban areas in Europe.  
2 In addition / However, now things 3 change /  
are changing. The local council 4 has / is having 
an ambitious plan to regenerate the seafront area. 
The Oscar Niemeyer Cultural Centre, 5 which / who 
opened in March 2011, 6 might be / might have been 
considered the symbol of the town’s new optimism. 
7 Since / As it opened, many famous artists 8 have 
appeared / appeared there, including Woody Allen and 
Kevin Spacey. 9 If / Unless you’re in Asturias, you really  
10 should / can try to go there. 11 It’s / There’s something 
for everyone: music, dance, theatre, gastronomy … Who 
12 could have imagined / must have thought 10 years 
ago that this town of fewer than 100,000 people in the 
north of Spain 13 must become / might become a major 
centre of culture?

2 Rewrite the sentences as indicated, without changing 
the meaning.

1 He didn’t use an electric car. He didn’t reduce his 
carbon footprint.

 Start with ‘If  …’

  

  

2 Melbourne is a beautiful city. It has some 
environmental problems.

 Use a relative clause to join the two sentences.

  

  

3 It’s possible that she didn’t see him.
 Use a modal verb.

  

4 He doesn’t like towns, so he lives in the country.

 Start with ‘If  …’
  

  

5 He didn’t look at his watch any more.

 Start with ‘He stopped …’
  

6 They have been working there for three years.
 Use ‘ago’.

  

7 Next week I’m going to read three books.

 Start with ‘By the end of  …’
  

  

3 Complete the following sentences. Use the 
appropriate form of the words in brackets where 
given.

1 I                         (help) you if you have problems.

2 Robert,                         brother is my neighbour, is my 
best friend.

3 He                                              (go out) a lot recently.

4 We                         (can not) find a cure for cancer yet.

5                          are many cities                         have 
environmental problems.

6 The painters                         (do) a great job at the 
moment. The house                         (look) fantastic 
when they                         (finish).

7 She’s a                     (live) person and I like                       
a lot.

4 Write the questions for the underlined words.

1 We’re talking about football.

  

2 No, I won’t be living in London in a year’s time.

  

  

3 Yes, they could have done it if they’d wanted to.

  

  

4 Yes, Bill has just phoned them.

  

5 No, May and Jo won’t have got there by tonight.

  

  

5 Correct the mistakes in the sentences.

1 You shouldn’t do that yesterday.

  

2 If you didn’t arrive late, you would have seen the film.

  

  

3 How long are you waiting here now?

  

4 Don’t phone to me until he will come.

  

5 I miss to play the piano.

  

6 We have managed reducing global warming, that is  
a big achievement.
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