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Unit 6 A better world
“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.”  NATIVE AMERICAN PROVERB

FOCUS ON THE TOPIC

1 a) Match the words to the pictures.

carbon footprint fossil fuels global warming 
greenhouse gases sustainable development

 b) Complete the text with the words in exercise 1 a).

Why is 1..... happening? Many experts think that the 
presence in the atmosphere of 2..... such as carbon 
dioxide is an important cause. Carbon dioxide goes 
into the atmosphere when we use 3....., including 
petrol, coal and natural gas. 4..... is the name given to 
the total amount of carbon dioxide which a person, 
or organisation, is responsible for. 5..... is progress that 
takes place without increasing our carbon footprint or 
harming the environment in other ways.

 c)  3.2  Listen and check.

2  3.3  Read and listen to the text. Answer the 
questions, using the words in bold.

1 What general subject does the text discuss?

2 What should happen?

3 What happens in reality?

4 What is this bad for?

3  3.4  Let’s listen!  Listen and say the second half 
of each expression.

Topic vocabulary: page 133Topic vocabulary: page 133Topic vocabulary: page 133

Sustainable development: it’s not just 
about your carbon footprint
Waste disposal is a real problem around the globe. 
Many people do not separate their rubbish and this 
makes it impossible to recycle. The result is that a lot 
of rubbish ends up in big rubbish dumps or land� ll 
sites. One thing is clear: if we want to protect our 
environment, we cannot continue like this.

1 2 3

4 5
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When you hear the word ‘London’, 
carrots and caulifl owers are not 

normally the fi rst things that you think of. 
However, that could soon change as a result 
of a new scheme called Capital Growth. 
This innovative plan aims to grow food on 
thousands of patches of land across the 
capital. As part of the initiative, the Mayor of 
London thinks that local councils, schools 
and companies should identify abandoned 
land that Londoners could use as vegetable 
gardens.

There is no doubt that London has a great 
many green spaces. The problem is that the 
city doesn’t use them as well as it might 
do. This is a pity, because there are literally 
thousands of enthusiastic gardeners in 
London who could turn these areas into 
urban oases where all types of fruit and 
vegetables could grow. It is a fact that the 
demand for allotments – pieces of land where 
private individuals grow their own food – has 
surged in the last few years, as people have 
begun to think more about the environment. 
But a survey found that many would-be 
gardeners have to wait up to ten years for a 
plot because owners don’t want to rent out 
their land to grow food.

People who take part in the plan receive a 
lot of support. They can get funding, and 
discounts from various gardening suppliers. 

In addition, they can go to training sessions 
if they are new to the world of gardening. 
And they can even benefi t from the help of 
volunteer workers to get them started … 
for free!

Some observers have said that a possible 
problem with the scheme is that passers-
by might want to steal the food. However, 
Seb Mayfi eld, who is helping to organise 
gardening groups across London, says that 
this doesn’t have to be a huge drawback. 
According to him, one of the aims of the 
programme is to improve Londoners’ 
often appalling diets. He thinks that many 
gardeners would be happy if people picked up 
fresh fruit and veg as they passed by.

As he launched the project at a vegetable 
and herb garden, the Mayor of London said: 
‘Using abandoned patches of land for people 
to grow their own food produces massive 
benefi ts. It will help to make London a 
greener, more pleasant place and provide 
healthy and affordable food. It will also help 
people to appreciate where their fruit and veg 
comes from. In addition, it will reduce the 
traffi c congestion and the carbon emissions 
caused by the transportation of food from 
miles away. Capital Growth is a win-win 
scheme – good for our communities and 
good for our environment.’ Indeed. Perhaps 
London should have done this years ago.

Adapted from the Guardian website
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 3.5  London, the garden of England?
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Unit 6

False friends

8 What do you think these words mean 
in the text?

1 scheme (line 5)

2 Mayor (line 8)

3 surged (line 23)

4 support (line 30)

Words in the text preview

9 Look at the word grow in lines 6 and 20. 
What is the difference in meaning?

Grammar preview

10 Look at the highlighted verbs in the text. 
Which ones express …

1 obligation?

2 possibility?

3 other meanings?

Language in contextLanguage in contextLanguage in context

1 a) Read the � rst paragraph. Which of these is the 
main idea?

a) Carrots and cauli� owers are not normally associated 
with London.

b) A programme to grow more food in London.

c) Different organisations in London need to use 
abandoned land as vegetable gardens.

 b) Read the last paragraph. Which of these is the 
main idea?

a) They are starting a new programme which plans to 
grow more food in London.

b) The positive effects of Capital Growth.

c) Capital Growth will reduce carbon emissions.

2 Choose the correct option according to the text.

1 Capital Growth …
a) is a national scheme for the UK.
b) buys land to be used as allotments.
c) is happening in the capital.
d) is changing lives.

2 Growing your own food …
a) will save you lots of money.
b) is healthy exercise.
c) makes you value what you eat.
d) is fashionable in London.

3 Answer the questions in your own words.

1 How can local councils play a part in the scheme?

2 Why are allotments not a practical solution?

3 Is stealing food a big problem?

4 Why is Capital Growth a ‘win-win scheme’?

4 Say whether the statements are true or false. Quote 
from the text to justify your answers.

1 London is full of urban oases.

2 There are many incentives to participate in 
the programme.

3 Many gardeners will want to sell their produce.

4 Some Londoners started the scheme years ago.

READING TIP: IDENTIFYING READING TIP: IDENTIFYING READING TIP: IDENTIFYING 
THE MAIN IDEASTHE MAIN IDEASTHE MAIN IDEAS
To understand a text properly, we need to identify To understand a text properly, we need to identify To understand a text properly, we need to identify 
the main ideas. Very often, but not always, the the main ideas. Very often, but not always, the the main ideas. Very often, but not always, the 
main ideas will come at the beginning of each main ideas will come at the beginning of each main ideas will come at the beginning of each 
paragraph.paragraph.paragraph.

5 Find words or phrases in the text that mean:

1 piece of land (paragraph 2)

2 disadvantage (paragraph 4)

3 terrible (paragraph 4)

4 not too expensive (paragraph 5)

6 Complete the sentences in your own words.

1 When you think of London …

2 In the past London didn’t …

3 A lot of people in London want …

4 Londoners’ health …

5 Capital Growth will …

7  3.6  Let’s listen!  Which person or group 
mentioned in the text might say the following?

   To � nd out more about this scheme, go to:
www.capitalgrowth.org/big_idea/faqs/

Comprehension
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GRAMMAR

Modal verbs
Possibility / ability / speculation / deduction
i) Match the modal verbs to their meanings.

a) Speculation that something is / will be possible

b) Ability

c) Hypothetical ability

d) Positive deduction

e) Negative deduction

1 People with land can / are able to grow their 
own food.

2 Many people may / might / could use electric cars in 
twenty years’ time, but it’s too early to be sure.

3 Beijing has a lot of  traf� c. The pollution must be bad.

4 His allotment is small – he can’t be very happy.

5 We could reduce carbon emissions. It’s not impossible.

➞ Exercise 1

Obligation / prohibition / necessity
ii) Translate the modal verbs in bold into your own 
language.

We must / have to / need to save water! 

iii) Make the modal verbs negative. What does each 
one mean?

iv) Make the modal verbs in the next sentence negative. 
What do they mean in the negative?

We should / ought to travel by car.

v) What is the difference in meaning between must and 
should / ought to?

➞ Exercises 2–4

Modal perfects
vi) Match the modal verbs to their meanings.

a) Negative deduction about a past event

b) Speculation (uncertainty) about a past event

c) Hypothetical ability in the past

d) A criticism or regret

e) Deduction (certainty) about a past event

1 I can’t see any rubbish. He must have recycled it.

2 She’s got a new car, so she can’t have bought the bike.

3 I think he may have / might have bought energy-
ef� cient bulbs, but perhaps I’m wrong.

4 We could have changed our habits, but we didn’t.

5 You should have / ought to have turned the lights 
off!

➞ Exercises 5 & 6

Grammar reference: page 117Grammar reference: page 117Grammar reference: page 117

 Possibility / ability / speculation / 
deduction

1 Choose the option that is appropriate to the 
meaning of each sentence.

1 I might / must / can start to grow my own vegetables. 
I’m not sure yet.

2 You’re going to buy a Ferrari? You can’t / couldn’t / 
mustn’t be serious!

3 Urban gardens may / can’t / are able to be a good 
way to protect the environment.

4 She must / has been able to / ’ll be able to eat fresh 
vegetables every day when she has her own garden.

5 Stop making excuses! You might / could / must use 
less energy if you really wanted to.

6 She could / has been able to / can swim since she 
was four.

7 Are you sure that he wants to grow strawberries in the 
living room? He must / should / can’t be mad!

8 People who have allotments don’t need to / couldn’t / 
can grow their own food.

Obligation / prohibition / necessity

2 Put the words in the correct place.

have to               must               ought               shouldn’t

Daughter: Do we really 1have to use � ve different 
recycling bags?

Mother: Yes, we do. You know, you 2..... to think more 
about the environment.

Daughter: Well, when you were a girl, did your family 
recycle?

Mother: No, we didn’t, but things are different now and 
we 3..... all act more responsibly. So you really 4..... 
complain!

don’t need              have              needn’t              should

Daughter: So why have you got such a big car? You 5..... 
get a smaller one.

Mother: You’re probably right. Perhaps I 6..... to have 
such a big car.

Daughter: Well, all of us 7..... to act more responsibly. 
That’s what you said, isn’t it?

Mother: OK, OK, but you 8..... be so sarcastic.

3 Have your say!  Ask and answer.

1 What couldn’t you do when you were three?

2 What do you need to do tonight?

3 What might you do in the summer?

4 What mustn’t you do in class?
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Unit 6

Round-up

7 a) Choose the appropriate modal verbs to 
complete the text.

 b)  3.7  Listen and check.

4 Rewrite the sentences using the appropriate modal 
verb.

1 We might grow vegetables this year.

1 It’s possible that we’ll grow vegetables this year. might 
/ should

2 It’s illegal to drive on the right in the UK. mustn’t / 
don’t have to

3 They have installed solar panels, so I’m sure they care 
about the environment. have to / must

4 I recommend that you buy a smaller car. 
have to / should

5 They would be able to save energy if they tried. 
could / might

6 It’s vital that we use less water. ought to / must

7 He always has a bath and not a shower, so I don’t 
think he’s interested in saving water. might not / can’t

8 It’s not a good idea to use a car in the city. 
shouldn’t / can’t

Modal perfects

5 Rewrite the sentences using a modal / modal 
perfect verb.

1 He might / may have used the washing machine.

1 It’s possible that he’s used the washing machine.

2 Perhaps she’ll come to the party.

3 He had the ability to be a great gardener but he 
was lazy.

4 She bought a big car. She made a bad decision.

5 It’s not necessary for you to come early.

6 I recommend that you install solar panels.

7 I’m sure she wasn’t very happy with the company’s 
decision.

8 He was able to help you, but you didn’t ask him.

6 Match up the pairs. Adapt the phrases in italics, 
using an appropriate modal perfect verb.

1 c) Our old neighbours must have left.

1 A new family has moved into the house next door.

2 ‘Did you turn off the lights?’

3 I’m very angry with Tom.

4 He’s very intelligent, but he’s also very lazy.

5 The streets are really dirty.

6 When she switched on her PC, all the � les were gone.

a) I’m sure he was able to pass his exams.

b) He was supposed to give me back my money by now.

c) Our old neighbours have de� nitely left.

d) They obviously haven’t cleaned them for weeks.

e) She certainly deleted them.

f) ‘I’m not sure, but I think I turned them off.’

8 Have your say!  Ask and answer with a partner.

You 1 must / might be surprised to know that 
Spain is one of the noisiest countries in the 
world. This is the verdict of the World Health 
Organization, and they 2 ought to know / must 
have known. The Spanish authorities 3 must have / 
can’t have been very happy when they heard the 
news. Anyway, they 4 will have to / will be able 
to fi nd a solution to this problem, as it affects the 
mental and physical health of all citizens.

Of course, the government 5 should do / should 
have done something about this years ago, but 
let’s not think about what 6 might have / must 
have happened. Instead, we 7 might / should 
think about possible solutions. For example, in 
the future we 8 will need to / will must reduce the 
traffi c in cities, and we 9 needn’t / 
will have to build more tunnels.

I’m sure that we 10 can / 
might build a better 
future, but everyone 
11 has to / will be able to 
work together. And we 
12 mustn’t / don’t have to think 
that there is nothing we 13 can / 
might do to solve the problem.

The modals quiz
 1 Name three things you might fi nd in a dustbin. 1 Name three things you might fi nd in a dustbin. 1
2 Name two things you should recycle.

3 Name two things you mustn’t do in a public 
building.

4 Name something you should have done 
yesterday.

5 Name something you ought to do tonight.5 Name something you ought to do tonight.5
6  Name three things you could do if you were 

trying to save energy.

7  Name three qualities you need to have if you 7  Name three qualities you need to have if you 7
want to be an Olympic champion.

 Listen and check.

think about possible solutions. For example, in think about possible solutions. For example, in 
will need to / will mustwill need to / will must reduce the 

traffi c in cities, and we 9 needn’t / needn’t / 
 build more tunnels. build more tunnels.

can / 

has to / will be able to 
work together. And we 

 mustn’t / don’t have to think think 
that there is nothing we 13 can / can / 

do to solve the problem.do to solve the problem.
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VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR
Topic vocabulary review

1 a)  3.8  Put the words in the right place. Then 
listen and check.

carbon footprint fossil fuels global warming 
greenhouse gases sustainable development

1..... such as petrol and coal produce 2..... . So we need 
to reduce our 3..... . If we do, we can help to stop 4..... 
and promote 5..... .

 b) Which is the odd one out?

1 a) global warming c) land� ll site 
b) rubbish dump d) waste disposal

2 a) recycle c) separate rubbish 
b) greenhouse gases d) sustainable development

2  3.9  Say it right!  Where does the stress fall in 
these words? Listen and check.

1 carbon footprint 4 global warming

2 greenhouse gases 5 recycling

3 sustainable development 6 waste disposal

Words in the text: grow

The word grow is the source of many common 
expressions.
This innovative plan aims to grow food on thousands 
of  patches of  land.
There are urban oases where all types of  fruit and 
vegetables can grow.

The word grow is the source of many common grow is the source of many common grow
expressions.
This innovative plan aims to grow food on thousands grow food on thousands grow
of  patches of  land.
There are urban oases where all types of  fruit and 
vegetables can grow.

3 Match the words in bold to the correct meaning.

expanding (as an adjective) at an age when you get bigger 
I’m beginning to like it act responsibly 
expansion getting bigger

1 The number of people without access to clean water 
is growing every year.

2 Competition for natural resources is a growing 
problem. It gets more intense every year.

3 He’s a growing boy – he needs to eat.

4 Please grow up! Don’t be so immature!

5 Population growth represents a serious 
environmental problem.

6 I didn’t like her music before, but now it’s growing 
on me.

4 Choose the correct option.

1 My garden is a complete disaster.
a) Nothing really grows there.
b) It needs to grow up.

2 Global warming is a real problem,
a) and the growth in the number of cars is an 

important factor.
b) and the number of cars is growth.

3 Since he’s been looking after his little sister,
a) he has grown up a lot.
b) he’s growing on a lot.

4 What do you think of recycling?
a) I think it’s a grown responsibility.
b) The idea is growing on me.

5 My son is eating a lot.
a) He’s a growing boy.
b) He’s growing up.

Describing processes and quantities

5  3.10  Read and listen to the text and answer 
the questions.

1 Find two expressions whose base meaning is ‘to 
increase / grow’.

2 Find one expression that means:
a) insuf� cient quantity
b) result in (verb)
c) tendency
d) deteriorate

3 What does ‘get’ mean in the two expressions where 
it is used?

Population growth: 
too much, too fast?
The world’s population has risen from 2 billion 
to 7 billion since 1930 – and it’s getting bigger 
all the time. This may lead to problems with 
resources in the future. For example, there is 
already a lack of water in many countries, and 
this trend is going to get worse in the future.

10

1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 2050

8

6

4
3
2
1
0

Billions

Developing countries

Industrialized countries
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Unit 6

Round-up

Wordlist: page 133Wordlist: page 133Wordlist: page 133Grammar reference: page 119Grammar reference: page 119Grammar reference: page 119

 b)  3.12  Listen and check.

6 Match up the beginnings and ends of the sentences.

1 There is a lack of water

2 In Spain and Greece, the problem of deserti� cation

3 Reducing carbon emissions

4 It’s dif� cult to stop

5 Demand for food and energy

a) the trend for explosive population growth.

b) leads to a cleaner environment.

c) in some areas of Spain, especially the south-east.

d) is going to rise by 50% globally in the next 20 years.

e) is getting worse every year.

7 Complete the sentences with an appropriate 
adjective / comparative adjective.

1 In summer the weather gets ..... .

2 He’s a growing boy. He’s getting ..... every month.

3 He’s been working very hard. He’s getting ..... .

4 Our problems with resources are going to get ..... in 
the future.

5 The rate of population growth is getting ..... .

Talking about possibility / the future

8 a) Match the words in bold to the meanings.

is sure to is very soon going to
will most probably will most probably not

1 Hurry up! The train is about to leave.

2 Temperatures are likely to rise if we don’t stop 
carbon emissions.

3 We’re unlikely to go to Italy this year: it’s too 
expensive.

4 Your mother is bound to be happy that you’ll be 
home for Christmas.

 b) Complete the sentences in your own words.

1 This weekend I’m unlikely to …

2 It’s bound to rain, so …

3 When the doorbell rang, I was about to …

4 My parents are likely to be very angry if …

9  3.11  Say it right!  Listen and repeat.

could, should, would

might, light, � ght

ought, bought, caught

10 a) Fill in the gaps with the most suitable words.

carbon footprint environment
get global warming
growing lack
leads to rubbish
trends unlikely

We asked young people from around the world: 
‘Are you optimistic about the future of our 
planet?’ Here’s what Maureen from Ireland said.

‘It’s very easy to get depressed about the 1..... 
and think that things are going to 2..... worse. 
Many people say that the world’s population is 
3..... too quickly, and that countries will go to 
war because of the 4..... of water. It is easy to 
think that the process of 5..... is irreversible, but 
this attitude 6..... complete inaction. If we don’t 
have a positive mentality, we’re extremely 7..... 
to change the current 8..... and we won’t fi nd 
a solution to the world’s growing problems. As 
for me, I’m going to reduce my 9..... by selling 
my car. What are you going to do? Do you even 
separate your 10.....? Now that would be a start!

Over to you!
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LISTENING
Warm-up

1 a)  3.13  Listen to 
a short talk about 
plastics. 3 Look at the questions in exercise 4. What do they tell 

you about the contents of the programme?

4  3.15  Listen to the rest of the programme. Choose 
the best answer according to the recording.

1 Why was the scientist surprised when he saw 
the rubbish?
a) Because there was a lot of it.
b) Because it contained a lot of plastic.
c) Because they were very far from land.
d) Because it contained toothbrushes.

2 Why is plastic such a problem?
a) Because we are using the sea as a giant rubbish 

dump.
b) Because it lasts for a very long time.
c) Because we are producing more and more plastic.
d) Because the bacteria in the sea can destroy it.

3 Why do � sh eat plastic?
a) They like its smell.
b) They like the taste.
c) There is very little food in the oceans.
d) Plastic has a similar appearance to their normal food.

4 Why is there so much plastic in the ocean?
a) The sea is the � nal destination for a lot of rubbish.
b) Because of tourists.
c) Ships throw rubbish into the sea.
d) Towns on the coast throw their rubbish into the sea.

5 What is the key to changing the situation?
a) Produce less plastic.
b) Recycle more.
c) Change the way people think.
d) Don’t throw rubbish into rivers.

6 How can we help the ocean?
a) Destroy the plastic in the oceans.
b) Give the ocean time to recover.
c) Establish more international cooperation.
d) No help is possible.

5  3.16  Listen to the extracts and check your answers.

   To read more about this, go to:
www.algalita.org/

 b) Match images a–d to the descriptions.

1 Effect of plastics on the environment

2 Growth in the production of plastics

3 Percentage of oil production used in plastics

4 Percentage of plastics used for packaging

Listening for detail

2  3.14  Listen to a radio programme about an 
environmental catastrophe in the ocean. Copy the 
table and take notes.

What?

Where?

Contents?

Who?

a b

c d

1,000 miles = 1,600 kilometres

Vocabulary

LISTENING

 Listen to 

200

150

100

50

10

0
50 years ago Now

33%

8%

LISTENING TIP: PREDICTING CONTENT LISTENING TIP: PREDICTING CONTENT LISTENING TIP: PREDICTING CONTENT 
USING THE QUESTIONS TO HELP YOUUSING THE QUESTIONS TO HELP YOUUSING THE QUESTIONS TO HELP YOU
Very often the questions in a listening exercise Very often the questions in a listening exercise Very often the questions in a listening exercise 
can help you to guess what it will be about.can help you to guess what it will be about.can help you to guess what it will be about.
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Unit 6

SPEAKING / MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS

Presentation

1 a)  3.17  Read and listen to the dialogue.

   USEFUL LANGUAGE

Making recommendations

• We can use less electricity.

• We should all make more effort.

• I could cycle to work.

• You have to stop buying bottled water.

• We all need to change our habits.

   USEFUL LANGUAGE 3.18

Dad: We need to become more responsible as a family 
and do more to protect the environment.

Son: Really? How?

Dad: Well, for a start, we can use less electricity. For 
example, why do you always leave the TV on when 
you’re not watching it?

Son: So it’s all my fault now, is it?

Dad: No, I’m not saying that. But we should all make 
an effort.

Son: OK. What are you going to do, then?

Dad: Well, I could cycle to work and not take the car, 
I suppose.

Son: Good idea. What else are you going to do?

Dad: Why don’t we talk about what you can do? For 
example, you really have to stop buying bottled 
water. It’s got a huge carbon footprint, and plastic 
is very dif� cult to recycle.

Son: Carbon what? You sound like one of those Green 
Party politicians on TV.

Dad: Look, I’m serious about this. We all need to 
change our habits. And that includes you!

 b) How many speci� c ideas for saving energy does 
the father propose?

 c) How would you describe the son’s attitude?

 i) cooperative ii) rebellious iii) neutral

 d) Why do you think bottled water can have a huge 
carbon footprint?

2 a)  3.19  Listen to these recommendations. 
Pay attention to the intonation of the main verb.

1 We should use less petrol.

2 We’ve got to save energy.

3 We could recycle more.

4 We have to reduce our water consumption.

5 We can build some solar panels.

 b)  3.20  Listen again and repeat.

Practice

3 Controlled practice. In pairs, make recommen-dations 
about how we can protect the environment. Use the 
ideas given, and the useful language.

• grow our own food

• reuse plastic bags

• use eco-friendly products

Student A: We could separate rubbish.
Student B: That’s a good idea.

4 a) Free practice. Think about the ways your school 
could be more environmentally friendly. Make notes.

 b) In groups of three, make your recommendations. 
Decide on the best ideas.

 c) Present the group’s ideas to the rest of the class.

Recommendations: Intonation of the main verbRecommendations: Intonation of the main verb
Pronunciation workshop

• recycle more

• separate rubbish

• use public transport more

Speaking reference: page 145Speaking reference: page 145Speaking reference: page 145
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Analysis

WRITING TIP: TOPIC SENTENCESWRITING TIP: TOPIC SENTENCESWRITING TIP: TOPIC SENTENCES
To make your essays clearer and easier to understand, To make your essays clearer and easier to understand, To make your essays clearer and easier to understand, 
start each paragraph with a topic sentence that clearly start each paragraph with a topic sentence that clearly start each paragraph with a topic sentence that clearly 
introduces the subject of the paragraph.introduces the subject of the paragraph.introduces the subject of the paragraph.

1 Ideas. Add these topic sentences to the appropriate 
paragraph in the text.

a) In the past, rubbish disposal was also a big problem.

b) Porto Alegre is a city of 1.5 million people in the 
south of Brazil.

c) In a literal sense, Porto Alegre must be one of the 
greenest cities in the world.

d) One of the city’s biggest problems has been 
air pollution.

2 Answer the questions.

1 What speci� c measures to protect the environment 
does the text mention?

2 Is the general message of the text optimistic or 
pessimistic? Why?

3 Language. Answer the questions.

1 Because of (line 3) is an expression that introduces the 
cause of something. Find four similar expressions in 
the text.

2 Which verb in paragraph 2, together with a 
comparative adjective, describes a process?

3 Which words in the � nal paragraph describe a 
probable future development?

WRITING / A DESCRIPTION

1..... Like many metropolitan areas around the world, it has had to come to terms with 
the challenges of sustainable development.

2..... Because of the growing number of cars on the roads, air quality got much worse 
in the 1990s. Owing to this, the city began to encourage drivers to use cleaner fuels. In 
addition, taxis started to use natural gas rather than petrol. As a result of these initiatives, 
atmospheric pollution levels have now fallen by more than half.

3..... Waste of all types went into enormous, badly constructed landfi ll sites. As a result 
of this, dangerous substances entered the water supply. However, since 1990 the city has 
been separating and recycling waste, and non-recyclable waste now goes into landfi lls 
that are secure. The city’s water is much safer nowadays thanks to these measures.

4..... Almost a third of the city consists of green spaces and more than one million trees 
line the streets. And every year the city council plants 30,000 new trees.

Porto Alegre’s environmental problems have led to determined action by the authorities. 
What’s more, due to their eco-friendly policies, the city is now much more liveable than 
before. The good news is that this trend is likely to continue in the future.

5

10

15

 3.21   A city’s impact on the environment
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Unit 6

Plan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, checkPlan, write, check
Language work

CAUSE AND EFFECT

Prepositional phrases

• Because of the growing numbers of cars on the 
roads, air quality got much worse in the 1990s.

• Owing to this, the city began to encourage drivers 
to use cleaner fuels.

• As a result of these initiatives, atmospheric 
pollution levels have now fallen by more than half.

• The water is much safer thanks to these measures.

• Due to their eco-friendly policies, the city is now 
much more liveable than before.

4 Which expression can only refer to a positive result?

5 Put the words in the correct order.

1 plastics / � sh / to / the / many / die / could / owing / 
in / ocean / the

2 quality / has / water / a / new / thanks / puri� cation / 
better / to / got /system

3 eco-friendly / new / as / house / more / is / a / our / 
result / of / its / panels / solar 

CAUSE AND EFFECT

Conjunction + clause

Water quality is much better as / since / because / 
owing to the fact that / due to the fact that the local 
council has carried out a new policy.

Prepositional phrase + noun

Water quality is much better as a result of / because 
of / owing to / due to / thanks to the new policy.

6 Choose the correct expressions of cause and effect to 
complete the text.

TASK: You are going to write a COMPOSITION of 100–150 
words with the title: My home town / local area: friend 
or enemy of  the environment?

A Plan

1 Use your initial impressions / what you know.
Is your town / local area eco-friendly? Think about 
green spaces, recycling, traf� c levels, factories, water 
use, etc.

2 Research.
Surf the Web or go to your town hall to get 
information about environmental policies and 
problems in your town / area.

3 Organise your information.
Organise the information you have collected into two 
or three coherent subject areas. For example:

• positive or negative environmental issues

• new measures and policies

• results

B Write

Writing plan
Introduction: General information about your 

home town / area

Paragraphs 2 and 3 (and 4): Different aspects of 
your town / local area and its 
environment

Final paragraph: Close / conclusion

C Check

 ✓ Have you followed the writing plan?

 ✓ Does each of the middle paragraphs describe 
a different aspect of the question?

 ✓ Have you used topic sentences to make the subject 
of each paragraph clear?

 ✓ Have you used some expressions of cause 
and effect?

 ✓ Does your composition have a clear conclusion?

Writing reference: page 158Writing reference: page 158Writing reference: page 158

Copenhagen off ers many lessons in sustainable development. 
1 Because / Owing to advances in water treatment, people 
can now swim in the city’s harbour. Air quality is also high, 
2 as / due to nearly 40% of all citizens go to work by bike. 
� e city’s carbon footprint is also getting smaller 3 due to the 
fact that / thanks to 45% of all food consumed is organic. 
4 Since / � anks to attitudes such as these, Copenhagen 
is one of the most liveable cities in the world.
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GRAMMAR

1 Choose the correct alternative.

Environmental challengesEnvironmental challengesEnvironmental challengesEnvironmental challengesEnvironmental challengesEnvironmental challenges

2 Correct the mistakes in each sentence.

1 I was bound to go out when the phone rang.

2 I can’t believe that you never buy organic food! 
You should to buy it.

3 If it doesn’t rain soon, we should have water 
problems.

4 He ought not to be very happy when he heard the 
bad news.

5 You mustn’t take the bottles to the bottle bank 
today. Tomorrow is � ne.

VOCABULARY

3 Write the word or expression that corresponds to 
the description.

1 Carbon dioxide is an example of these.

2 Oil and coal are examples of these.

3 The process of the Earth getting hotter.

4 Our impact on the atmosphere.

5 Progress that is not bad for the environment.

4 Complete the sentences with the appropriate 
words.

1 ..... sites and rubbish ..... are two forms of ..... 
disposal.

2 People should ..... their rubbish so that it is 
possible to ..... it.

5 Choose the correct option.
a) The grow / growth in carbon emissions is 

a problem.
b) Oh, grow up / grow on and stop complaining!

6 Choose the sentence that follows on best from the 
� rst one.

1 There is a lack of clean water in China.
a) People should use more water.
b) There could be big problems in the future.

2 Temperatures have been rising for the last forty 
years.
a) The Earth is getting colder.
b) The Earth is getting hotter.

3 What are the principal trends in environmental 
policy?
a) Governments are getting more eco-friendly.
b) Governments have three principal tendencies.

WRITING

7 Choose the appropriate conjunction or 
prepositional phrase.

1 As a result of / Since air pollution, some people in 
China have started to wear masks.

2 We only buy organic food because / thanks to we 
want to protect the environment.

3 Because of / Owing to the fact that my father has 
decided to buy a big car, we’re not talking to him.

4 I’ve stopped � ying as / due to its huge carbon 
footprint.

5 We can’t water our garden as a result of / since 
the council banned it.

• • • ➞➞➞

• • • ➞➞➞

Self-assessment
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