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Let’s Improvise!
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Jazz music became very popular in big cities,
beginning in New Orleans and then Chicago and
New York, and then spreading all around the world.
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Let’s travel to …

B

lues and jazz influenced American
and Western popular music and
they are part of different musical styles
like ragtime, bluegrass, rhythm and
blues, rock and roll, heavy metal, hiphop, country and pop.
B. B. King was a blues player and he
introduced the electric guitar.
Louis Armstrong popularised the New
Orleans style of jazz. Leroy Anderson's
Jazz Pizzicato is also very famous.
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The Impressionist
Period

••Observe and listen.

B. B. King

Ella Fitzgerald

The 20th Century

Louis Armstrong

The Blues and
Jazz Era

Sarah Vaughan

Follow the
musicogram on
page 47.

It’s important:

From the country to the city

Blues music developed from a mix of AfricanAmerican work and spiritual songs.

When the slaves were freed, they travelled to
the cities and took their music with them.

Musicians played blues and jazz in the streets,
and then jazz clubs became popular.
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6 Sing Along
41-42

••Sing with your classmates.

ALMOST THERE
Mummy, I don’t have time for dancing
There’s no time for playing around, and it’s not my style
This city is too slow for me, people taking the easy way
But I know exactly where I’m going
Getting closer and closer every day
And I’m almost there, almost there

••Accompany the song.
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People around here think I'm crazy, but I don't care
There are always difficulties on the way
But nothing is going to stop me now
Because I'm almost there
I remember Daddy told me that dreams can come true
You have to make them happen, it all depends on you
So I’ll work really hard every day
Now I’m sure I’ll find my way

Just doing what I do
Look out boys, I'm coming through
And I'm almost there, I'm almost there
People are going to come from everywhere
And I'm almost there, I'm almost there
There are difficulties on the way, sometimes it’s not my day
But I've climbed the mountain, I’ve crossed the river
And I'm almost there, I'm almost there, I'm almost there

The Language of Music
We are learning

Review

S
S

W

S

W

W

Strong and weak sounds in a bar.

Offbeat
An offbeat is a sound situated on the weak part of a beat or
bar, and it comes after a rest.

••Observe the following examples of an offbeat.
S

W
1
S

and

2
W

and

3
SS

and

4

and

W

••Practise.
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6 Make Music
43-44

••Play the following score.

Do /C

Blues and Shoes

Si/B
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Looking Back
Musicians and composers

Instruments
Blues

Banjo

Harmonica
B. B. King

Louis Armstrong

Ella Fitzgerald

Sarah Vaughan

Jazz

Saxophone
Drums

ICT Corner

The Language of Music
S

W

S

W

Help Dr. Gong to complete a
digital photo album with photos
of jazz musicians.

Offbeat
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