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 B1 Can understand the main point of standard speech on familiar matters
 B1 Can relate the plot of a book and describe my reactions

1 Before you listen. Read what Julia says about her reading habits. Which of the pictures (A–D) show 
things that Julia mentions?

2 a) How do you pronounce these words?
1 autobiography 3 detective 5 every 7 I’ve 9 newspapers

2 biographies 4 evening 6 favourite 8 magazines 10 quiet

 b) 
1.47

 Listen to the words and check your pronunciation.

3 
1.48

 Cover the text and listen. What does Julia like reading?

Well, er, let’s see, I’ve read two books this month. Two or perhaps three, I’m not sure. I’ve 
just read a detective novel by Agatha Christie called Murder on the Orient Express. Agatha 
Christie is a very famous writer and I’ve read lots and lots of her books. They’re all really good. 
Well, I like them anyway. I really like, er, detective novels and mysteries, you know. I mean I 
usually like detective novels because they’re sort of puzzles if you know what I mean. And I’ve 
read a biography of Che Guevara. I like biographies because I think it’s interesting to learn 
about people’s lives: my favourite book is Boy by Roald Dahl. Actually, it’s not a biography, 
it’s an autobiography.

And I sometimes read a newspaper, but not every day; I like the sports sections. I don’t read 
magazines very often, but I like comics very much. But if I do look at magazines, I like reading 
the interviews with famous people best or articles about nature or animals. Oh and I nearly 
forgot. I love cooking very much and I get lots of new ideas from recipes in my favourite 
cookbook as well.

Where do I read? Well, I usually read in the  
evenings in my bedroom. My bedroom  
is a good place to read,  
you see, because it’s quiet. A

B

C
D
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1.49

 Before you listen. Read what John says about his reading. What do you think the missing words are? 
Then listen and check.

Well, er, I think I’ve only read 1… book this month. You see, it’s 
a very, very 2… book! It’s about, well, I don’t know, it’s about 
five hundred pages long, I think. It’s called Sons and 3… by DH 
Lawrence. It’s, um, a novel. It’s 4… a poor boy who wants to 
be 5 … artist. Like I say, it’s a novel 6… I think it’s also semi-
autobiographical. I mean, it’s fiction, you see, but Lawrence put 
a lot of his own life in the book, too.

But in general, I suppose I like comedies and science fiction and 
that sort of thing.

I usually read The Times every day online. I read the digital edition 
and, to be honest with you, I think it’s the best 7… in the world. 
I sometimes read  8… and I love National Geographic because there 
are lots of 9… stories about people in different countries.

5 
1.50

 Listen to Carola talking about her reading. What are her answers to these questions?

1 How many books has she read this month? 5 In general what kind of books does she like?

2 What are the books called? 6 How often does she read newspapers?

3 What kind of books are they? 7 How often does she read magazines?

4 Did she like them? Why (not)? 8 Where and when does she read?

6 What are your answers to the questions in exercise 5?

7 You are going to talk about your reading habits. 
Include your answers to the questions in exercise 5.  
Use the models in exercises 1 and 4 and the Useful 
language box to help you.

8 a)  Listen to your partner and make notes of his/her 
answers to the questions in exercise 5.

 b)  Use your notes to tell the class about your partner's reading habits.

Example: Well, she’s read, er, one book this month: the last book of the Twilight series: Eclipse by Stephanie 
Meyer. She also likes detective novels and biographies. She sometimes reads magazines but not 
every day; she likes the fashion sections. She usually reads in her room because it’s quiet.

9  Listen while your partner tells the class about your reading habits. Did your partner forget any 
information?

Example: He forgot to say that I … / Yes, and he also forgot to mention that I …

 > Go to page 152 for Extra Speaking practice.

Well, let's see …
I’ve read … this month.
It’s fiction/non-fiction/science fiction/poetry.
It’s a/an autobiography/novel/classic/horror story.
It’s about …
It’s interesting/boring/really terrifying.
My favourite book is …
I usually read …

Useful language

John


