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 B1 Can identify the main conclusions in clearly written argumentative texts

Strategies

1 First sentences often introduce the topic of the text or paragraph. Read the first sentence of the text 
and answer the questions.

1 What do you think the text will be about? 3 What will the argument against be?

2 Will it be for or against television?

2 
1.37

 Read and listen to the text. Were your predictions in exercise 1 correct?

3 a) Use the context to help you understand unfamiliar words. Is praise an adjective, a verb or a noun? 
What do you think praise means?

… reports from their teachers are full of praise: ‘His reading and concentration have improved enormously,’ … 
(line 14)

 b) Now translate the extract from the text.

4 Find the words in the text. Use the context to work out their meaning.

1 campaign (line 2)  3 bored (line 12) 5 argue (line 15)

2 remind (line 8) 4 reports (line 14) 6 rush (line 16)
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False friends: discussion (line 3), large (line 5). Check their meaning on page 151. A
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Practice

5 Comprehension questions. Read the text again and answer the questions in your own words.

1 What does the campaign ‘Get a Life’ recommend?

2 Is the author of the text a man or a woman? How do you know?

3 What did the children start to do after their parents decided to stop watching TV?

4 What does the author miss about TV?

5 Are the children doing well at school now? How do you know?

6 Why did the children always want to finish their meals quickly a few weeks ago?

6 true or false? Say if the statements are true, false or not in the text. Give evidence from the text.

1 The author got some money for the two televisions.

2 The children were not happy at the beginning.

3 The children kept the Playstation.

4 The author only watched one or two films a month.

5 The teachers are very happy with the children.

6 Communication has improved within the family.

7 Complete the sentences with information from the text.

1 It was a … decision to give up television. (line 7)

2 The eldest … is 15 years old. (line 7)

3 The children listen to … . (line 11)

4 The children had always … about which programmes to watch. (line 15)

8 Synonyms. Give synonyms or explain the meaning of the words from the text.

1 enjoy (line 1) 3 giving up (line 8) 5 estimate (line 13)

2 reply (line 3) 4 telly (line 12) 6 improved (line 15)

1 Look at the word recommendation (line 1).

 a) Find another word ending in -tion in paragraph 3.

 b) Is there an equivalent ending in your language?

2 How many irregular past simple forms can you find:

 a) in the second paragraph?

 b) in the third paragraph?

3 Look at the words determined (line 10), bored (line 12), improved (line 15).

 Which are adjectives? Which is a verb?

4 Find the words nobody (line 12) and everybody (line 18). What form of the verb follows 
these words?

5 Find an example of the present perfect simple in lines 11–13.


