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Where do People
Live in Andalusia?

A

ndalusia is the most populated area of
Spain with an estimated population of over
8.4 million inhabitants. Andalusia is divided
into eight provinces. On the chart we can see the
population of each of the provinces according to
the most recent national census.
Seville
Málaga
Cádiz
Granada
Córdoba
Almería
Jaén
Huelva

1.94 m.
1.66 m.
1.24 m.
0.92 m.
0.78 m.
0.72 m.
0.63 m.
0.52 m.
0

500,000 1,000,000 1,500,000 2,000,000

Urban and rural population density
There is a big difference in population density in
cities and the countryside. Most of the population
is concentrated in the big cities.
The plains of the Guadalquivir River are the most
populated area of Andalusia, especially the
areas of Seville, Córdoba and Cádiz. The capital
of Andalusia, Seville, is the fourth largest city in
Key words

census (n) censo
density (n) densidad
coastal (adj) costero/a
influx (n) afluencia

1 Read the text and look at the charts to find
this information.
1 The amount of people who live in Andalusia.
2 The number of towns with more than
twenty-thousand people.
3 One of the cities with the highest population
density in Spain.
4 The number of people who live in Andalusia’s
smallest village.
5 The number of villages in Andalusia.

Spain. It has a population of more than one million
inhabitants. In contrast, the city of Cádiz has a
population of nearly 122,000 people; however, it
has the highest population density in Andalusia
and one of the highest one in all Spain.
Moving away from the cities to more rural,
mountainous regions, the population density
becomes a lot smaller. In fact, there is an average
of 84 inhabitants per square kilometre, so the
population density is sparse. The smallest village
is in Huelva, Cumbres de Enmedio, and has just
57 inhabitants.
In coastal tourist resorts such as Nerja and
Torremolinos, the population can double in the
months between June and September when there
is a greater influx of visitors and tourists.
In the table we can see the distribution of
population in cities and rural areas.
Distribution of population in Andalusia
12 cities

More than
100,000
inhabitants

3.0 m. in total

69 towns

20,000 100,000
inhabitants

2.7 m. in total

689 villages

Less than
20,000
inhabitants

2.7 m. in total

PROjECT
Make a promotional poster about one
of the major cities in Andalusia. You
can use the internet to find information
about:
•
•
•
•
•

current population
flag and name of mayor
main attractions
main industrial and commercial activity
climate

Andalusia Time
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Biology

Endangered Species
in Andalusia
The Iberian lynx

The imperial eagle
Numbers: around 200 in
Andalusia
Lifespan: more than 40 years
in captivity
Size: an average weight of 2.5
to 3.5 kg, and a wingspan of
between 180 and 210 cm

Numbers: around 320 in Andalusia
Lifespan: approximately 13 years
Size: head and body length is around
90 cm, with tail an extra 12 to 30 cm
Breeding: 2-3 cubs, which are
dependent until about 8 months of
age. They stay with their mother until
they are 2
Habitat: only 2 breeding populations
remain in Doñana National Park and in
Sierra de Andújar
Diet: small mammals such as rabbits
Threats: decreases in the rabbit
population have put the Iberian lynx
in danger. Also, new roads, dams and
railways have caused a loss of habitat
for the Iberian lynx
Key words

lifespan (n) esperanza de vida
cubs (n) cachorros
breeding (adj) de cría, para cría
wingspan (n) envergadura

Breeding: nests are normally
built in trees, and 1-4 eggs are
laid. The incubation period is
about 44 days and the young
stay in the nest for about 75
days. After this, the young
remain within the area for
another 116-162 days before
dispersing
Habitat: mostly found in
Mediterranean forests but also
in marshes in Doñana National
Park
Diet: mainly on small mammals such as rabbits and therefore
is threatened for the same reason as the Iberian lynx
Threats: loss of habitat is another reason the imperial eagle
is threatened, as well as collisions with pylons and illegal
poisoning
Both the Iberian lynx and the imperial eagle are in danger,
which is why they are officially protected. Some eagles are
bred in captivity and released back into the wild. Natural
parks are protected by law, so the animals are relatively
safe there.

1 Read the text and answer true or false. Correct the false
sentences.
1 The Iberian lynx usually gives birth to two or three babies.
2 New infrastructure means that there are now more Iberian lynx
in the wild in Andalusia.
3 There are more than a thousand imperial eagles in the wild.
4 The imperial eagle usually lives longer than the Iberian lynx.
5 Both the Iberian lynx and the imperial eagle feed on rabbits.
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PROjECT
Make a fact file about
another endangered
animal in Andalusia.
You can use the internet
fo find information.
Remember to include an
image.
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Andalusia TimAret

Málaga for
Art Lovers
CENTRE POMPIDOU MÁLAGA

The Centre Pompidou Málaga houses a collection
of 20th and 21st century art from all around the
world. The artwork deals with powerful and
controversial topics through the media of painting,
sculpture, installation and digital art.
Featured Painting: The Frame (1938) by Frida
Kahlo
This is a self-portrait painted with oil paints on an
aluminium sheet. The border of birds and flowers
is painted on glass that is placed on top of the
portrait. There is a frame made of painted wood.
In this piece, Frida Kahlo, the surrealist artist from
Mexico, experimented with mixed media for an
exhibition of Mexican artists in Paris. It was the first
piece of art by a 20th century Mexican artist to be
purchased by the Louvre Museum, Paris.

PICASSO MUSEUM

There are 233 pieces of Picasso’s artwork in this
collection which shows the broad range of styles,
techniques and materials that he used in his
career from 1892 to 1972. The collection houses
examples of Picasso’s interpretation of Cubism,
his own version of the Classics (portraits, still life,
landscapes and nudes), his experimental ceramic
work and his later works from the 1970s.
Featured Painting: Fruit Bowl (1919) by Pablo
Picasso
This is an oil painting on a canvas. Picasso seems
to have been inspired by Paul Cézanne’s still-life
pieces. He has used collage and construction to
give life to his subject matter.

1 Read the text and answer true, false or doesn’t say.
1 The Centre Pompidou Málaga only has Spanish art.
2 You cannot see any digital art in the Centre Pompidou
Málaga.
3 The Picasso Museum has many sculptures.
4 The Picasso Museum has examples of Picasso’s cubist work.
5 Some of Picasso’s paintings show people with no clothes on.

2 Read the text again and choose the correct option.
1 The Frame by Frida Kahlo is a self-portrait / still life.
2 Frida Kahlo was a surrealist / classic artist.
3 The Frame was exhibited by the Louvre Museum in Paris /
Mexico.
4 Oil paints / Watercolours are used in Picasso’s Fruit Bowl (1919).
5 Picasso had many / few styles and techniques.

Key words

oil paints (n) pinturas al óleo
portrait (n) retrato
still life (n) naturaleza muerta
canvas (n) lienzo

PROjECT
Make a presentation about a
local artist, past or present.
You can use the internet to find
information about:
•
•
•
•

what type of art they create(d)
what materials they use(d)
what techniques they use(d)
example images

Andalusia Time
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History

A Unique
Place
1 During the period of the Moors and their rule
in the Iberian Peninsula, Andalusia became famous
for its art, science, engineering and architecture. By
1000 AD, Córdoba was the Moorish capital with over
a million inhabitants. It was the most sophisticated
city in Europe, with universities and great scientists.
One of the best-preserved examples of Moorish
architecture from the period is the Mosque of
Córdoba.
2 Abd-al-Rahman I founded the mosque in
785 AD. He purchased land from the Christian San
Vicente church, a visigothic church, and built the
mosque. In the 9th and 10th centuries the building
was enlarged to its present size. It is now 179 m long
and 129 m wide. About one third of this area consists
of the courtyard. Outside the mosque, there is a wall
between 9 m and 20 m high.

3 When the Spanish reconquered Córdoba in 1236,
they built a renaissance nave in the middle of the
mosque. It then became known as the Cathedral of
Córdoba. The use of the church saved the mosque
from destruction. The Catholics dedicated the church
to the Virgin of the Assumption.
4 The most striking features of the Cathedral-Mosque
are the arches. More than a thousand columns help
to create a mass of arches that has impressed many
visitors. The interior is 11.5 m high. It also has a huge
patio and garden filled with short orange trees known
as the Patio of the Orange Trees.
5 These days, the Cathedral-Mosque is one of
Spain’s top tourist attractions. Each year over 1.5
million people from all over the world visit Córdoba’s
most iconic building.

Key words

Moors (n) moros
mosque (n) mezquita
visigothic (adj) visigodo/a
arches (n) arcos

PROjECT
1 Read the text and match sentences A–E with
paragraphs 1–5.
A Arches are one of the mosque’s main
characteristics.
B Córdoba had a large Moorish population.
C The mosque became a cathedral.
D The building is now an international tourist
attraction.
E A mosque was constructed on land that was owned
by a church.

124

Write a short paragraph about
a local religious building. You can
use the internet to find information
about:
•
•
•

when it was built
its history
its architectural features

Remember to include an image.
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The Life and Times of
María Zambrano

M

aría Zambrano was a Spanish
philosopher who wrote several important
philosophical works and won several
prizes. Her philosophy on life can be summed
up by her expression ‘Poetic reason’. This was an
attempt to create a link between philosophy and
poetry. She believed that poets and philosophers
could help us understand the meaning of life.
Some of her quotes include the following:
‘Culture is the awakening of mankind.’
‘Only in loneliness can you feel a real hunger for
the truth.’

After the war, she was exiled and moved to Cuba,
then Italy, Switzerland and, finally, back to Spain
in 1984.
Some of her most important works include
Philosophy and Poetry (1939), The Agony of
Europe (1945) and Antigone’s Tomb (1967).
She was awarded the Prince of Asturias Prize for
Philosophy in 1981. And in 1988, she received
the Cervantes Prize, becoming the first female
philosopher to get it.
María died in Madrid on February 6th 1991.

‘All extremism destroys what it affirms.’
‘Philosophy is questioning, poetry is the discovery.’
María Zambrano was born on April 22nd 1904 in
Vélez-Málaga, Málaga. During her childhood,
her family moved from Vélez-Málaga to Jaén and
later to Segovia, where she went to secondary
school. She attended university in Madrid,
where she studied Philosophy with Xavier Zubiri
and José Ortega y Gasset, who were famous
philosophers of the time. As a university student,
María attended her classes but also took part in
activities outside of her studies such as writing for
newspapers.
In 1936, she married Alfonso Rodríguez Aldave.
At this time in her life, she worked as a teacher
at the Universidad Central de Madrid up until the
start of the Spanish Civil War.
Key words

quotes (n) citas
awakening (n) despertar
mankind (n) humanidad
loneliness (n) soledad

1 Read the sentences and match them with a date from
the text.
1
2
3
4
5
6

María Zambrano was born.
She married Alfonso Rodríguez Aldave.
She moved back to Spain after living abroad.
Philosophy and Poetry was published.
She was awarded the Prince of Asturias Prize for Philosophy.
María Zambrano died.

PROjECT
Write a short biography of an
important philosopher or writer
that was born in Andalusia.
You can use the internet to find
information about:
•
•
•
•

main works
studies and career
quotes
important dates
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Culture

A Day of Tuna
Fishing
I had heard about boat trips you could take in the
Tarifa area but I didn’t realise you could go on a
fishing trip until I got to the beach and saw a boat
preparing to leave for the morning. I asked the captain
about the trip and he told me that he was going out to
fish for tuna using an old technique called almadraba.
The captain explained that it is a Spanish word which
means ‘tuna fishing’ or ‘netting fence to catch tuna’.
Apparently, it is a technique developed by the Moors
to catch bluefin tuna. The idea is to catch the fish
migrating to the Mediterranean during the spring
using nets which are set up in a special formation.
The nets create a kind of maze which leads the fish to
a central area called copo.

The tuna cannot find their way out of the central area
of the maze, so they stay inside of it. The fisherman
can then raise this section up to get to the tuna.
The captain also explained that not everybody knows
about the technique as it is a secret that has been
passed down through generations.
So, all in all, the trip was really interesting and
enjoyable and the best part... well, when we got back
to shore, the captain prepared some of the tuna
we had caught so that we could eat it right there.
Delicious! In the area, it is traditional to eat almadraba
tuna raw as it has a rich flavour and texture.
Check out the recipe:

Ingredients
• 1/2 kg bluefin tuna
• juice of one lemon
• extra-virgin olive oil
• sea salt and fresh black pepper

• 1/2 kg ripe tomatoes
• 6 spring onions
• sherry vinegar
• parsley

Method
Cut the tuna into small pieces. Mix the lemon
juice, olive oil and a little salt and pepper and add
the tuna to the marinade. Coat it well. Cover and
leave to marinate in the fridge for about half a day.
Turn the tuna at least once. Remove the tuna from
the fridge and add the tomatoes, sliced spring onions,
a little chopped parsley and the vinegar. Add more
chopped parsley and serve.
Key words

ripe (adj) maduro/a
spring onions (n) cebolletas
coat (v) bañar
marinate (v) adobar, marinar

1 Read the text and answer the questions.
1
2
3
4
5
6

126

Where did the writer go on the fishing trip?
Who developed the almadraba fishing technique?
Why is spring a good time to catch fish in the Mediterranean?
What is a copo?
Why doesn’t everyone know about the almadraba technique?
How is almadraba tuna usually eaten?

PROjECT
Write a recipe for a typical
fish or meat dish from
your region. You can use
the internet to help you.
Remember to include a
picture from the internet or
your own.
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