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123Andalusia Time

Andalusia is home to a very large infrastructure system. 
It includes railroads, airports, seaports, motorways, electricity 
plants, dams and reservoirs. There are several airports and Spain’s 
first high-speed train line that connects Seville and Málaga with 
Madrid. Two other important parts of this system are the port of 
Málaga and the Iznájar reservoir.

Port of Málaga 
The port of Málaga is the oldest 
continuously running port in Spain and 
one of the oldest in the world. It is more 
than 3,000 years old! Nowadays, it is 
not the biggest port in Andalusia, but 
it is the most important port for cruise
ships. More than 400,000 tourists come 
to Málaga every year to take a cruise 
on the Mediterranean Sea. It also has a 
ferry that goes to Ceuta and Melilla.

Iznájar reservoir 
The Iznájar reservoir is the largest 
reservoir in Andalusia and the third 
largest in Spain. It is on the Genil river 
and is on the border of the provinces of 
Córdoba, Málaga and Granada. The 
reservoir provides drinking water and 
electricity to the towns in the area. It has 
got over 100 kilometres of shore. There 
are a lot of free time activities you can 
do there: you can go fishing, sailing, 
water skiing, swimming and sunbathing 
on one of the many beaches. 
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1 What types of infrastructure can you see on 
the map?

2 Read the article and answer the questions.

1 Can you fly to other countries from Andalusia?
2 What makes the port of Málaga historically 

important?
3 How many people visit Málaga every year in 

cruise ships?
4 What purpose has the Iznájar reservoir got for 

the local community?
5 How long is the shore of the reservoir?
6 What sports can you practise on the Iznájar 

reservoir?

railroads (n) ferrocarriles, vías férreas
motorways (n) autopistas
dams (n) presas
reservoir (n) embalse
cruise (n) crucero

Key words

PROjECT

Make a fact fi le about one of these 
infrastructure installations in Andalusia. 
Find information on the internet. You can 
use the table below to help you.

 AVE high-speed train system / Seville airport / 
Port of Algeciras / Abengoa Solar Complex / 
Desalination Plant in Campo Dalías

Name
Type of infrastructure
Province
City
When started
Purpose
Special information

Technology

Infrastructure 
in Andalusia
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Andalusia Time124

Discover the Natural 
Parks of Andalusia

1 Read Kevin’s post and answer true or false.

1 The highest mountain in Spain is in Sierra Nevada.
2 The glacier disappeared at the beginning of the 

20th century.
3 The mountains are close to the coast.
4 The rock formations in Torcal aren’t like anything 

Kevin has ever seen.
5 Doñana National Park is important because of the 

flowers that grow there.
6 Kevin’s family can explore all the sand dunes by 

themselves.

KEVIN ON NATURE
My family and I are travelling in Andalusia, Spain, right 
now and it’s amazing! There are so many beautiful 
natural parks. My favourite one is Sierra Nevada. The 
highest mountain on the Iberian Peninsula is there. It’s 
called Mulhacén. You can go skiing there or visit the 
lakes from the water of a glacier that melted in 1913. 
You can even see the snow-capped mountain from 
the beach. I also like the natural rock formations in 
Torcal. They look like something from another planet! 

Tomorrow, we are going to drive to the southern part 
of Andalusia to try to find some lynxes and to see the 
flamingos in the marshes in Doñana National Park. 
This is the most important park in Europe for migrating 
birds that fly from Africa. The marsh at the end of the 
Guadalquivir river is a perfect place for lots of animals 
and plants to live. They say that you can see more than 
300 kinds of birds there. 

The day after, we want to see the sand dunes on the 
beaches in Cádiz. These are giant dunes that form 
when sand comes with the wind and stops on the 
beaches to create giant hills. The one at the Bolonia 
Beach is over 30 metres high! All of these areas are 
protected and we need special permission to go there. 
In some of them you have to go with a guide to make 
sure nobody damages the wildlife.

glacier (n) glaciar
lynxes (n) linces
marshes (n) pantanos
dunes (n) dunas
wildlife (n) fauna

Key words

PROjECT

Make a poster about a natural 
park in Andalusia. You can use the 
questions below to help you. Make 
sure to include photos and captions 
of special landscape features.

• Is there a natural park near your city 
or village?

• What is the most special feature 
about it?

• Do you know about other natural 
parks in Andalusia?

Geography
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125Andalusia Time

1 Look at the photos. What do 
you know about Córdoba? 
Read the text quickly. Did you 
mention anything that is in the 
text?

2 Read the text and put the 
events in chronological order.

A The Moors entered Córdoba.
B The Spanish kings built a 

cathedral in the mosque.
C The Romans founded the 

city.

3 Read the article again and 
answer the questions.

1 What did Caesar do to make 
Córdoba an important city?

2 Who built the Mezquita?
3 How many people lived in 

Córdoba when it was most 
popular?

4 Why do people decorate 
their courtyards every May?

                      Today, I want to tell all of you about my beautiful 
city, Córdoba. Córdoba is an extremely old and historically 
significant city. 

In 206 BC, the Romans took control of the city. Julius Caesar 
turned it into the capital of the Roman province. In 711 AD, the 
Moors gained control over the city. This was the most important 
time of Córdoba’s history. In fact, some archaeologists think 
it was the biggest city in the world in the 10th century and the 
capital of Al-Andalus. It was at this time that they built the 
Mezquita, which is a large mosque.  

In the 13th century, the Catholic Kings captured the city. They 
usually built cathedrals in place of the mosques, but they were 
so impressed by the large Mezquita that they decided to build a 
new cathedral inside it. However, over time the city lost all of its 
power. There were more than 500,000 inhabitants in the city in 
the 10th century, but only 20,000 in the 19th century.

Today, thanks to a lot of work by archaeologists, you can still see 
many of the historical monuments such as the Roman Bridge, 
the Mosque-Cathedral, the Alcázar Fortress and the Jewish 
Synagogue. Apart from the monuments, the city centre is very 
beautiful and has lots of small squares like the Plaza del Potro. 
People in Córdoba love flowers and every May, there is a contest 
to see who has the most 
beautiful courtyard.

My Favourite Places
BLOG

PROjECT

Write a blog entry about a local 
city or town. Find information 
on the internet about its history. 
You can use the questions 
below to help you.

• When was it founded?
•  Are there any important

monuments?
• What were the most important

events in its history?
• Were there any famous people

born there?
• Are there any traditions or

festivals there?

History

Córdoba

mosque (n) mezquita
cathedral (n) catedral
fortress (n) fortaleza
synagogue (n) sinagoga
courtyard (n) patio

Key words
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PROjECT

The Generation
of ’27

The Generation of ’27 was a group of Spanish poets that came 
together at the Ateneo of Seville in 1927 to talk about forms of 
poetry and art. They initially met to remember a famous poet 
called Luis de Góngora because he was their greatest inspiration. 
The members of the group were from all over Spain, but many of 
them came from Andalusia. Although each of them had their own 
style, they were very good friends and often worked together. 
They believed in balancing the intellectual and sentimental 
aspects of poetry and many of them formed part of the school of 
surrealism that was new in Europe. 

They were all famous writers in 1936, but the Civil War changed 
everything for them. Most of them, like Emilio Prados, Manuel 
Altolaguirre, Rafael Alberti and Federico García Lorca, remained 
in Spain to form part of the Republican resistance. Lorca was 
executed in 1936, when he was 38 years old. After the war, many of 
them had to flee Spain for political reasons. 

After their exile, several of the writers were awarded some of the 
top prizes in the world for their contributions to literature. Rafael 
Alberti was named Hijo Predilecto de Andalucía and won the 
Cervantes Prize in 1983. Vicente Aleixandre won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1977.

ANDALUSIAN POETS FROM THE GENERATION OF ’27

inspiration (n) inspiración
surrealism (n) surrealismo
Civil War (n) Guerra Civil
executed (v) ejecutado/a
flee (v) huir

Key words

1 Look at the photos and answer the questions.

1 Do you know any of these men?
2 Why are they famous?
3 What do you know about them?

2 Read the article and complete the sentences.

1 The poets met in 1927 in (…).
2 (…) was one of their favourite poets.
3 They often worked with each other because they 

were (…).
4 Their style of writing was part of the school of (…).
5 Many of them had to (…) Spain after the Civil 

War.
6 Rafael Alberti and Vicente Aleixandre won very 

important (…) for literature.

PROjECT

Make a fact fi le about one of the writers in 
the text. Find information on the internet 
and include two or three photos. You can 
use the table below to help you.

Name
Place and date of birth
Studies
Famous poems / books
Style of writing
Important events in his life
Prizes
Place and date of death

Literature
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127Andalusia Time

The Route of the Sun is held in February and 
is the first major cycling race in Spain. It 
lasts for five days, has five stages and goes 

through all of the eight provinces of Andalusia. 
The idea of having a cycling tour in Andalusia 
began in 1925, but it wasn’t until 1955 when an 
annual event started to take place. 

The Route of the Sun is renowned in Spain and 
all over the world. In fact, 14 of the 19 teams 
that participated in the race in 2019 were 
international. More than 800 people travel with 
the race and this helps the economy of all the 

villages it goes through. It is a very important 
part of the tourist industry’s income in the winter 
low season and good for hotels, shops and 
restaurants. On the roads, almost 40,000 people 
go outside to watch the riders go by at every 
race!

The organisers of the race promote health, 
sport, cycling culture, road safety, Andalusian 
culture and Andalusian geography via the race. 
The event is a way for the whole world to get to 
know Andalusia because it is often broadcast on 
television. 

stages (n) etapas
renowned (adj) reconocido/a
riders (n) ciclistas
promote (v) fomentar
road safety (n) seguridad vial

Key words

1 Read the article and choose the correct option.

1 The first cycling race in Andalusia was in 1925 / 1955.
2 Most of the racers come from other countries / 

Spain.
3 The race is during the month of February when there 

is not much / a lot of tourism.

2 Read the article again and answer true or false.

1 The race is one week long.
2 The race doesn’t go through the region of Huelva.
3 The race is often broadcast on television.

PROjECT

Write an article about a sporting event 
in your town. You can use the questions 
below and the internet to help you.

• When did it start?
•  Where is it held?
•  What do the organisers try to promote?
•  How often does it happen?
•  Who participates/participated in the 

event?

PE

The Route
of the Sun
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Grapes and wine are a very important 
part of the Andalusian culture and 
tourism. Many tourists from all over the 

world come to Andalusia every year to tour 
wine cellars and taste the different wines on 
offer. There are also many wine festivals such 
as the ones in Jerez, Montilla and Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda. 

The festival in Jerez is the largest in Andalusia, 
but it only started in 1948, while most wine 
festivals go back centuries. ‘Sherry’ is the name 
for the wine made in this region. As with most 
grape harvests, it takes place in September. 
The grapes are collected and then pressed to 
extract the juice. The festival usually lasts for a 
week. 

Montilla is also well known for its wine and 
festival. The wine is very similar to sherry 
and is known as Amontillado. In Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda they celebrate their wine fair in May 
for five days. The wine here is called Manzanilla.

In all these festivals and fairs you can try sherry. 
Sherry is a strong wine and can be sweet or dry, 
but each city’s wine has its own unique identity. 
However, the festivals are not just about wine. 
There are also a lot of traditional events such as 
bullfights, horse racing, flamenco dancing and 
processions. 

1 Which of these pieces of information is not in 
the text?

1 The festival in Jerez is different because of 
its age.

2 Sherry is classified as young or old.
3 There are many activities during the festivals.

2 Read the article again and answer the 
questions.

1 Why are most festivals celebrated in 
September?

2 What are the characteristics of the wine 
produced?

3 What other activities are traditional during the 
festivals?

PROjECT

Make a tourist brochure about a local 
festival. You can use the questions below 
and the internet to help you.

• What is the festival for?
• When is it celebrated?
• What activities are traditional?
• Do many tourists come?
• What makes your town’s festival special?

wine cellars (n) bodegas de vino
harvests (n) cosechas
pressed (v) exprimido/a
fair (n) feria
bullfights (n) corridas de toros

Key words

Wine Fairs
and Festivals

Culture
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