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1.1 VOCABULARY Describe houses

Home  
sweet home

1 Look at the pictures and the plan of the house. In pairs, take 
turns to describe it. Think about the rooms, the furniture, its location 
and the materials.

The 
HOBBIT 
HOUSE

Simon’s original plan

 CULTURE Video
I want my own room!

EXTEND YOUR READING: p. 124

EXTEND YOUR WRITING: p. 133

VLOG 
About homes
VLOG 
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Simon Dale didn’t want to live in a ‘mass-
produced box’ on a housing estate, so he 
made a brave decision. He decided to build 

his own home in the countryside. He moved to 
rural Wales with his family and built a wooden 
eco-house. With the help of his father-in-law, a 
builder, he moved into a cosy new home after 
only four months. And it only cost £3,000 to 
build.

The Hobbit House, as local people call it, is 
made of natural materials. Simon Dale and his 
father-in-law dug into the side of a hill and then 
used the mud and stone to make the walls. The 
frame of the house and the floors are made from 
wood from the surrounding area. The design 
is open-plan. There is no central heating, but 
there’s a wood-burner and there are solar panels 
on the roof which provide power for lighting, 
music and computing. A skylight in the roof 
provides lots of natural light and a pond in the 
front garden collects rainwater. Drinking water 
is from a nearby spring. There’s a compost toilet 
and the fridge stays cool thanks to air from 
under the ground. Simon Dale says, ‘We try to 
live in harmony with the natural world.’ He has 
certainly done his best to achieve that.

Write six questions to ask a partner  
using the phrases in the Vocabulary C box. 
In pairs, ask and answer your questions.

Did you make your bed this morning?  
Do your neighbours ever make a noise?

4 Replace the underlined phrases with words 
that have a similar meaning from the 
Vocabulary A box.

1 a house with only one floor
2 a house which is joined to a neighbouring 

house
3 house in an area which is away from the 

centre of the town
4 small traditional house in a village
5 large number of houses that have been built 

together in a planned way.
6 flat that is very warm and comfortable

5  1.03 Study the Vocabulary B box. Which 
of the items can you see in the photos? Listen 
and check.

VOCABULARY B Inside and outside houses

Inside
bookcase carpet cooker cupboard 
floorboards kitchen sink shelves windowsill  
wood-burner worktop

Outside
back door front door path patio pond 
porch shed stone wall

6 Complete the table with words and phrases 
from the Vocabulary A and B boxes. In pairs, 
compare your answers.

My house My dream house

7  1.04 In pairs, discuss the advantages 
and disadvantages of living in the Hobbit 
House. Then listen to three people talking about 
them. Do they mention any of your ideas?

8  1.05 Study the Vocabulary C box. Decide 
if the phrases start with do or make. Listen and 
check.

VOCABULARY C Phrases with do or make

your bed the cooking a complaint dinner 
the gardening the housework  the ironing 
a mess a noise the shopping the washing 
the washing-up

2 Read the article about the Hobbit 
House and answer the questions.

1 Why did Simon Dale build the Hobbit House?
2 Where did he build it?
3 How long did it take to build and how 

much did it cost?
4 Where did the materials to build it come 

from?
5 Where does the heating, electricity, light 

and water come from?
6 How does Simon say he wants to live?

3  1.02 Study the Vocabulary A and 
complete it with the words and phrases 
highlighted in the text. Listen and check.

VOCABULARY A Describing houses

Type
bungalow cottage detached house 1 (…) 
flat semi-detached house terraced house 

Location
in the city centre 2 (…) in the suburbs  
in a village near the sea 3 (…)
Building materials
brick concrete 4 (…) 5 (…) 6 (…)
Description
7 (…) 8 (…) modern 9 (…) traditional spacious

5 
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1.2 GRAMMAR Identify different uses of the Present Perfect

COUCHSURFER
CouchSurfing® is a worldwide  

travel network connecting travellers 
with people who offer free 

accommodation. It’s for people 
who don’t want to stay in hotels 

but want to meet local people and 
experience new cultures. We asked 
CouchSurfing® (CS) employee, Dan, 

about the world’s largest  
travel community.

Employee (Dan)
How much does it cost?
Nothing! It’s free. 

How long have you worked for CS?
I’ve been here since it started in 2004. 
I’ve worked with people from all over the world for more 
than fifteen years. Together we want to create a global 
community.
Have you ever used the community for your own 
holidays?
Of course! I’ve travelled to four different continents. But I 
haven’t been to Africa yet.

A

Couchsurfer (Ron)
I’ve been a member for three 
years now. In fact, I’ve just 
come back from Berlin. Since I 
became a member, I’ve stayed in 
thirty-two countries in different types 
of accommodation. I’ve slept in a luxury studio 
apartment in Manhattan and in a basement flat in 
London – all for free! Last year I stayed in a cave 
in southern Spain. I haven’t slept on a houseboat 
yet. That’s my next plan. I’ve already booked one in 
Amsterdam for next summer.

B

C

1  CLASS DISCUSSION  How many of you have slept 
in any of these places?

in a hotel in a field on a boat on a floor 
on a couch on a train on another continent

2  1,06 Read the introduction and 
sections A and B of the article. What do you 
think about Dan and Ron’s experiences? In 
pairs, compare your answers.

3 Study the Grammar box. Find an example from 
the article for each use of the Present Perfect.

GRAMMAR Uses of the Present Perfect

	● To talk about general experience with ever and never.
	● To talk about actions relevant now that happened a 
short time ago with just.

	● With already (affirmative sentences) to talk about 
actions that happened sooner than we expected, and 
yet (negative sentences) to talk about actions that we 
expect to happen.

	● To talk about unfinished actions started in the past 
and continuing today with for (for periods of time) 
and since (for points in time).

GRAMMAR TIME   WORKBOOK Page 98

4  1.07 Read section C of the article. 
Choose the correct options.

5 Complete the second sentence so that it has a 
similar meaning to the first. Use these words.

just already for never since since

1 My dad was born here. 
My dad (…) (live) here (…) he was born.

2 Jason went out of the office a few seconds ago. 
Jason (…) (leave) the office.

3 I joined this English class three months ago. 
I (…) (be) in this English class (…) three 
months.

4 I am reading the first chapter of the novel. 
I (…) (begin) the first chapter of the novel.

5 Molly hasn’t been to Rome. 
Molly (…) (be) to Rome.

6 I bought these shoes last year. 
I (…) (not buy) any shoes (…) last year.

HOST (Betsy)
I have been a ‘couching host’  
1 for / since two years now and  
I have 2 yet / already met more  
than thirty people. I’ve 3 ever /  
never had a bad experience. At  
the moment, I have Miki visiting from Tokyo. I’ve only 
known her 4 for / since last Thursday, but I’m sure 
we’ll remain good friends. I’ve hosted people from 
most parts of the world, but I haven’t had anyone 
from Russia 5 already / yet. I’ve 6 ever / just accepted 
someone from China, so that should be interesting.

1.1 Watch or listen to the VLOG. Then write 
down the type of home each person lives in 
and how long they have lived there.

About homes
VLOG VLOG 
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1.3 LISTENING and VOCABULARY Identify detail in monologues about rooms

1 In pairs, take turns to describe the room. Think 
about size, decoration, objects and tidiness.

DAFYDD
1 a laptop: has had it for (…),  

a (…) present
2 a guitar: has had it for (…),  

it belonged to his (…)
3 a Welsh flag: he feels (…) of 

being Welsh

KAREN
1 a collection of animals: has had 

them since she (…), her favourite 
is (…)

2 a bedside lamp: a present from her 
(…), brought from (…)

3 a collection of shells: they are 
souvenirs from (…), she has 
collected them since she (…)

3  1.09  PHRASAL VERBS  Complete the phrasal 
verbs with away, in, out or round. Listen and 
check.

1 visit sb in their house = come (…)
2 move away from sth = get (…) from sth
3 stop sb entering a place = keep sb (…)
4 allow sb to enter = let sb (…)
5 stay at home, not go out = stay (…)

4  1.10 Listen to two teenagers talking 
about their most treasured possessions and 
complete the information.

2  1.08 Listen to five people talking 
about their rooms. Choose the correct option 
(A, B or C) for each speaker.

 SPEAKER 1  

Why does the speaker spend time in his room?
A to escape from the family
B to play loud computer games
C to chat to his brothers and sisters 

 SPEAKER 2  

The speaker’s sister …
A often cleans their room.
B isn’t home a lot.
C chats to the speaker until late.

 SPEAKER 3  

What do we learn about the speaker?
A She plays an instrument.
B She has lots of parties.
C She’s very creative.

 SPEAKER 4  

Where does the speaker usually study?
A in his room
B in the kitchen
C in the sitting room

 SPEAKER 5  

The speaker’s friends come round because …
A they like her grandmother.
B they can play loud music.
C they play computer games with her parents.

Discuss the questions in pairs.

• How would you describe your own room?
• What are your most treasured 

possessions and where are they?
• Do you prefer to stay in or to go out?
• How often do your friends come round?
• Would you let a stranger into your house?

Read the questions and sentences carefully, 
underline key words and try to guess the 
correct answers.

Before listening 1

5  1.10 Choose the correct prepositions and 
try to complete the sentences from memory. 
Listen again and check.

1 Dafydd’s (…) is on / next to his desk.
2 His (…) is on / in the corner above / next to the 

bookcase.
3 His (…) is in / on the wall onto / above his bed.
4 Karen’s (…) is on / in her bedside table.
5 Karen’s (…) is on top of / above the wardrobe.
6 Her (…) are opposite / in front of her bed.

Page 146
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1.4 READING and VOCABULARY Understand an extract from a play

1  CLASS BRAINSTORM  Imagine you are twenty 
years old and you want to rent a room in 
London. What questions would you ask the 
person letting the room?

2 Read the accommodation advert from a 
website. Does the information answer your 
questions in Exercise 1?

Location: Randolph 
Avenue, Maida Vale, 
London, NW6

Accommodation: fully 
furnished room in family 
house for one lodger only

Facilities: shared bathroom and kitchen

Services: breakfast and laundry available at extra cost

Terms: 70 pounds per week inclusive of bills; 
12-month tenancy agreement; one month deposit 
required

Landlady contact: Mrs Stone on 0171 445 6789

3  1.11 Study the Vocabulary box. Find words 
in the advert in Exercise 2 that have similar or 
opposite meanings to the words in the box. 
Listen and check.

VOCABULARY Accommodation

contract included individual landlord rent 
tenant unfurnished

4 Scan the extract from The Right Person. Where 
are the characters and what are they doing?

5  1.12  MULTIPLE CHOICE  Read the 
extract from the play again. Choose the 
correct option (A, B or C).

1 Why does Mrs Stone want to let the room?
A because she has just retired from her job
B because she needs the money to pay bills
C because she wants to keep busy and 

occupied

2 Who would Mr Stone’s ideal lodger be?
A someone who isn’t loud and unpleasant
B someone from a family he knows
C someone who can speak English

3 Why doesn’t the young man like the furniture?
A because it isn’t modern
B because it is heavy and uncomfortable
C because Mrs Stone’s mother bought it

4 Why isn’t the view important to the young man?
A because he stays in during the day
B because he wouldn’t be able to 

appreciate it at night
C because there isn’t very much to see

5 How does Mrs Stone make it clear that she 
would like the man to have the room?
A She reduces the rent by ten pounds a 

month and offers to make his breakfast.
B She lowers the rent and offers to do his 

laundry.
C She agrees to change all the furniture in 

the room.

6 Read the information box to find out how a play 
is written and organised. In pairs, discuss the 
questions about the extract.

A play

	● A play has a storyline (that the audience wants to 
discover).

	● It has a protagonist (the main character with a mission) 
and an antagonist (someone who is in the way of the 
protagonist).

	● It often has conflict (between the protagonist and 
antagonist), climax (the height of tension) and 
resolution.

	● It can use symbols like objects on the stage or events 
which have a deeper meaning to their literal meaning.

	● It is a performed genre so intonation, articulation and 
movement are important to interpret the words.

1 What is the storyline?
2 Who is the protagonist in the extract and 

what is his or her mission?
3 What are the potential sources of conflict in 

the scene?
4 What could the symbol of the hole in the wall 

represent? And the old furniture?

How good are your inference skills?

 1.13 A second, older person 
comes to see the room. He’s keen to 
take it. Mr Stone has covered the hole in the wall 
with a painting. The older man is an art expert. In 
pairs or groups, decide how you think the play ends. 
Then listen and check.

Critical
THINKING

Search

EXTEND YOUR READING
Page 124 15Unit 1

READING and VOCABULARY Understand an extract from a play

The Right Person

(An upstairs room in the Stone’s house. MRS STONE wants 
to let the room. She is standing next to her husband.)

MRS STONE Well, the room’s ready. I’ve worked very 
hard. I hope I can let it. What do you think?

MR STONE Somebody will like it, I’m sure. People need 
rooms.

MRS STONE But you don’t seem to like it very much. 
What’s wrong with it? Tell me. It’s big 
enough, isn’t it?

MR STONE Yes, it’s not a small room.
MRS STONE And it’s clean, too.
MR STONE Yes, it’s clean.
MRS STONE What’s wrong, then? Is it the furniture? Don’t 

you like it?
MR STONE It’s a little heavy, I think. And old too.
MRS STONE But it’s very good furniture. It belonged to my 

mother.
MR STONE That’s the problem. It’s good, but it’s too old. 

People today prefer modern furniture.
MRS STONE That’s not true. People go to the shops and 

buy old furniture like this.
MR STONE Yes, but those people won’t come here. They 

have their own houses. But why do you want 
to let this room? It isn’t necessary. We’ve got 
enough money, haven’t we?

MRS STONE Yes, of course we’ve got enough money. That 
isn’t the reason.

MR STONE What is the reason?
MRS STONE I want something to do. I get bored at home 

all day.
MR STONE Well, I hope a nice person takes the room. A 

quiet person. I don’t want a lot of noise in the 
house.

MRS STONE I’ll let it to the right person. A nice young 
man. Two people are coming this morning. 
They phoned last night. They’ll be here soon.

(MRS STONE crosses to the window. Her husband follows. 
They both look out of the window.)

MRS STONE There’s a nice view from the room, isn’t 
there? You can see a long way.

MR STONE Yes, it’s a nice view. But people won’t take 
the room for the view. (He points out of the 
window.) Look, a young man’s coming to the 
house.

MRS STONE (Looking at her watch) Yes, he’s on time. I 
liked his voice on the phone. He spoke very 
nicely. I think he comes from a good family.

MR STONE Well, he won’t like this room!

(The doorbell rings. MRS STONE goes downstairs to open 
the door. MR STONE walks round the room and then stops 
in front of the fireplace.)

MR STONE (Talking to himself) Hmm, this wall doesn’t 
look very strong.

(He pushes the wall very hard and a piece falls out.)

 Oh no! What have I done now? I hope 
nobody sees the hole.

(MRS STONE returns, followed by the young man.)

MRS STONE Well, this is the room. Do you like it?
YOUNG MAN Hmm. I was looking for a bigger room. And 

where did you find this furniture? It’s very 
old, isn’t it?

MRS STONE (Coldly) It belonged to my mother. She 
always paid a lot of money for her furniture.

YOUNG MAN Ah, it belonged to your mother. Now I 
understand. (He crosses the room and sits 
down on the bed.) This bed’s too hard. I like 
a soft one. I can’t sleep on a bed like this.

MRS STONE Oh, we can change the bed. We’ll get a soft 
one for you.

(The YOUNG MAN gets up and walks to the window.)

MRS STONE It’s a nice view, isn’t it? Do you like it? You 
can see a long way.

YOUNG MAN Can you? Views don’t interest me. I’m out 
all day. You can’t look at views when it’s 
dark.

(The YOUNG MAN walks across the room. He stops in front 
of the fireplace. He sees a hole in the wall.)

YOUNG MAN Look at this hole. The wall’s falling down!
MRS STONE (Seeing the hole for the first time) I’ve never 

seen that hole before. (She turns to her 
husband.) When did that happen?

MR STONE A few minutes ago. I only touched it and a 
piece fell out. It’s all right. I can repair it.

(MRS STONE gives her husband an angry look.)

YOUNG MAN It’s an old house. These things happen, of 
course.

MRS STONE My husband can repair it.
YOUNG MAN How much do you want for the room?
MRS STONE Seventy pounds a week.
YOUNG MAN Seventy pounds! That’s a lot of money for 

this room.
MRS STONE With breakfast. I’ll give you a good 

breakfast.
YOUNG MAN I don’t eat breakfast. I get up late, so I don’t 

have time.
MRS STONE Then you can have the room for sixty 

pounds. And I’ll wash your clothes for you.
YOUNG MAN I’ll think about it. I can’t give you an answer 

now. (He goes to the door.) I’ll phone you this 
afternoon. Is that all right?

MRS STONE Yes, of course.
YOUNG MAN Thank you. Goodbye.

Extract from the play The Right Person by Donn Byrne

CHARACTERS:
MRS STONE MR STONE YOUNG MAN



1  CLASS BRAINSTORM  What makes a good party? 
Add your own ideas to these ones and put 
them in order of importance.

decorations food and drink furniture lighting 
music people theme 

2  1.14 Listen to the dialogue. Then 
answer the questions.

1 Why is Tony having a party?
2 Where and when is he having it?
3 How is Luisa going to help?

3  1.15 Study the Grammar box. Listen 
again to the dialogue in Exercise 2 and write 
down examples of future forms.

GRAMMAR  Future forms 

	● Use the Present Continuous for future 
arrangements (often with a time, date or place).

	● Use be going to for future intentions (you have 
already decided to do something and you tell 
someone about it).

	● Use will for spontaneous decisions (often with 
expressions like: I think I’ll …, I’ll probably …, 
Don’t worry, I’ll … .

	● Use will or shall for future predictions (shall is 
used with I and we and is more formal).

	● Use be about to for an action arranged for the 
immediate future.

	● Use the First Conditional for a possible future 
result of an action.

GRAMMAR TIME   WORKBOOK Page 98
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1.5 GRAMMAR Express the future in a variety of ways

4  1.16 Choose the most appropriate 
future form. Listen and check.

5 Complete the email with appropriate future 
forms 1–6 and your own ideas a–c.

Tony: Two of my friends 1 are helping / will 
help me prepare the room on Saturday 
afternoon. We 2 ’re going to hang / ’ll hang 
sheets on the walls and the ceiling. Then 
we 3 ’re going to put / ’re putting coloured 
lights everywhere. We 4 ’ll have / ’re having a 
band and a DJ from eight to midnight. I’ve 
already booked them.

Aunt: Okay, I think I 5 ’ll warn / ’m going to warn 
the neighbours!

Tony: We’ve decided to have a fancy dress theme 
– everybody 6 will come / is coming as their 
favourite film character.

Uncle: Oh good, I think I 7 ’ll come / ’m going to 
come as Captain Jack Sparrow!

Aunt: No, we 8 ’ll go out / ’re going out to the 
theatre, remember? I 9 ’m about to pick up / 
won’t pick up the tickets.

Uncle: I know, I was joking. Now, what are you 
10 about to eat / going to eat?

Tony: That’s all arranged. Mum 11 will make / is 
making some pizzas.

Aunt: And what about the cleaning the next day?
Tony: Oh, erm … Don’t worry, I 12 ’ll do / ’m doing 

that with my friend Luisa. She won’t mind!
Aunt: If 13 there’s / there’ll be a lot of mess, I 14 ’ll 

help / help you.

Hi Amy,
You know I 1 (…) (move) house next week. Well, I’ve 
decided that I 2 (…) (have) a house-warming party. The 
theme is Superheroes, so I 3 (…) (dress up) as a (…). You 
know my mum’s a fantastic cook so she 4 (…) (make) 
b (…). I think everybody 5 (…) (like) that. I’m not sure 
about the music. I think I 6 (…) (get) a DJ and ask him or 
her to play lots of c (…).

You and a partner are organising an  
end-of-term party. Follow the instructions.

• Decide the location, food, music, 
decoration, theme, etc., and plan who is going 
to do what.

• Predict who will come and what will happen if 
things go wrong.

5  PREPARE  In pairs, imagine that you are 
planning a day out in Edinburgh. Look at 
the tourist information. Prepare a dialogue 
making and responding to different 
suggestions until you reach an agreement. 
Use the dialogue in Exercise 4 and the 
Speaking box to help you.

6  SPEAK  Role-play your dialogue.
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1.6 SPEAKING Make and respond to suggestions

1  CLASS VOTE  Imagine you are visiting London. Which 
of these activities would you like to do?

2 1.17 Listen to Marcus and Ann. What do they 
decide to do? Which activities do they reject? Why?

3  1.18 Study the Speaking box. Listen to Marcus 
and Ann again. Which expressions do you hear?

SPEAKING Suggestions

Make suggestions
	● Do you fancy (going) …?
	● Let’s (go) …
	● How about (going) …?
	● We could (go) …
	● (I think) we should (go) …
	● What about (going) …?
	● Why don’t we (go) …?

Agree with suggestions
	● (That’s a) good/great idea!
	● (That) sounds good/great!
	● Why not!

Disagree with suggestions
	● (I’m sorry) I’m not keen on …
	● I don’t really like …
	● I’d rather (go) …
	● I’m not sure about that.
	● Let’s (go) … instead.

4  1.19 Complete each expression 
in the dialogue with an appropriate word 
from the Speaking box. Listen and check.

SIX OF THE BEST THINGS 
TO DO IN LONDON

London by speedboat
 7 days a week, all year
 Suitable for all ages!
 £39 for 50 minutes 

Shopping
 Oxford Street shops: 8.30 a.m.–9 p.m.;  
11.30 a.m.–6 p.m. on Sun

 Camden Market: clothes, music, souvenirs.  
10 a.m.– late daily

The London Eye
Get the best view of London.

 10 a.m.–8.30 p.m. most days
 Standard ticket: £27

The London Dungeon
Prepare to be scared!

 Tickets from £24
 10 a.m.–4 p.m. from Mon to Fri; 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. on Sat; 10 a.m.–5 p.m. on Sun

Madame Tussauds
Come and see the Royal Family!

 10 a.m.– 4 p.m. from Mon to Fri;  
9 a.m.– 4 p.m. on Sat and Sun

 Adult: £35 (£29 when you book online)

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre
 Experience Romeo and Juliet  
in Shakespeare’s own theatre!

 Tickets: £20–£45
 Standing tickets £10

Liz: Do you fancy 1 (…) to the cinema tonight?
Rose: That’s a good 2 (…)! What do you want 

to see?
Liz: The new film with Jennifer Aniston.
Rose: Oh no, I’m not 3 (…) on romantic 

comedy. I’d 4 (…) see an action film.
Liz: Okay, let’s see the new James Bond 5 (…).
Rose: Great. How 6 (…) having a burger 

before we go?
Liz: Why 7 (…)! We 8 (…) try that new burger 

bar in town.

National Museum of Scotland
10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Botanic Gardens
10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Climb a hill to get great views of the city
2 hours to climb up
Visit Edinburgh Castle
9.30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Comedy at ‘Comedy Club’
8.30 p.m.–midnight
Ghost tour ‘Dark secrets of old Edinburgh’
3 p.m.
Learn to do Scottish dancing
7 p.m.–midnight
Eat seafood in waterfront restaurants
7 p.m.–midnight
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1.7 USE OF ENGLISH Form adverbs and qualify them

1 Look at the photos. What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of visiting each place?

2  1.20 Listen to Robbie trying to decide which place to go 
to. Where does he decide to go and why?

3  1.20 Listen again and choose the correct option.

1 She doesn’t speak French very well / very well French.
2 I speak more well / better than she does.
3 I stay up late / lately.
4 That sounds extreme / extremely boring.
5 Everybody goes to bed really early / real early.
6 Time goes unbelievably slowly / unbelievably slow in the 

country.

4 Study the Language box. Form appropriate adverbs from 
the adjectives in bold in sentences 1–6 below. Then order the 
words to make sentences.

LANGUAGE Adverbs

	● Use adverbs to modify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs.
	● Form adverbs by adding -y, -ly, -ily to adjectives:  
slow ➞ slowly, unbelievable ➞ unbelievably, lucky ➞ luckily. 
note: Some adverbs and adjectives have the same spelling:  
hard, fast, late, early. 
He is a fast runner./He runs fast.

	● Never put an adverb between a verb and its object. 
He speaks English well. NOT He speaks well English. 
 VERB OBJECT

	● Use adverbs of degree to modify adjectives and adverbs.
WEAKER STRONGER

a little/a bit/slightly quite/rather/pretty really/extremely/completely
She’s a little shy. My French is Everybody goes to bed
 pretty bad. really early.

	● Form comparative adverbs with more: 
Alice speaks more clearly than John.  
note: Some comparative adverbs are irregular:  
well ➞ better, badly ➞ worse, hard ➞ harder.

1 go to bed / I / at the weekend / real late
2 eat / I / quite healthy
3 I / my money / wise / spend
4 extreme easy / new words / learn / I
5 pretty fast / drives / My father / his car
6 understand / My parents / me / English / than / good

5 Change the sentences in Exercise 4 
to make them true for you.

6  MULTIPLE CHOICE  Complete 
the second sentence with option 
A, B or C, so that it has a similar 
meaning to the first.

1 My house is not very far from 
the school. 
My house is (…) near the school.
A very C completely
B quite

2 My cousin gets very nervous 
about meeting people. 
My cousin is (…) shy.
A extremely C slightly
B a little

3 I don’t get up early during the 
holidays. 
I get up (…) during the holidays.
A late C more late
B lately

4 I don’t sing as well as my best 
friend. 
My best friend sings (…) than 
me.
A well C better
B good

5 I have to make more effort  
in English. 
I have to work (…) in English.
A hardly C harder
B more harder

Are you open-minded 
and flexible?
You are staying with a friend 
in a foreign country. The 
house is in a remote village with hardly 
any shops and no internet access. This 
could be an extremely boring holiday. 
How can you make the most of this 
situation? Discuss in pairs or groups.

Critical
THINKING
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1.8 WRITING Write a blog entry about a trip

1  CLASS BRAINSTORM  List as many British cities as 
you can think of in sixty seconds.

2 Read the blog entry about Bath. Which topics 
does the blogger mention?

a Art and culture
b Food and drink
c Entertainment
d General information
e Shopping
f Tourist highlights and nightlife

3  1.21 Match the words and phrases 
highlighted in the blog entry with the definitions 
below. Listen and check.

1 an interesting thing to see or do
2 choice or range
3 food that you can only find here
4 places that were important in the past
5 something you should definitely see or do

4 Study the information box. Complete the 
examples with the underlined words in the blog 
entry.

A blog entry

1  Say when and/or why you visited
	● Last week/weekend/month, etc. I went to …/I visited 
my cousin/friend/aunt in …

2  Introduce the place
	● … is a small/large city in …
	● … is a popular tourist destination.
	● … is famous for its …
3  Give impressions or opinions
	● It is a busy/interesting/1 (…) place.
	● Most people seem to/2 (…) to …
	● According to …
	● I thought it was great/3 (…)/a bit boring.
	● It (the food) was 4 (…)!
4  Make recommendations
	● I would (definitely) 5 (…) (doing something).
	● For visitors, … is a must.

January 13th

Last weekend, I visited my cousin in Bath, Somerset, in the southwest of England. 

Bath is a popular tourist destination and is famous for its historic sites. Today’s blog 
entry is about my visit. I met my cousin on Saturday morning and we walked around  
the city. Bath is a lovely place.

The centre is small, so most people tend to visit it on foot. It was very busy, but we saw  
some really beautiful architecture. 
We stopped for lunch in a traditional tearoom. One of the local specialities is the Sally Lunn Bun. 
It was delicious! After lunch, we went shopping. Bath has a wide selection of shops. According to fashion 
magazines, Bath is ‘Britain’s best kept fashion secret’. I bought a cool T-shirt, some sunglasses and a hat.

In the evening, we went to the Roman Baths. It is the most popular attraction in the city. If you’re tired after  
a long day, I would definitely recommend relaxing in the thermal waters of the modern Bath Spa. I thought it was 
wonderful! Also, for visitors, a walk along the river is a must.

Comments (8)

1

2

3

4

5  PREPARE  Think of a place you have visited 
recently. Pick one sentence from each section 
of the information box and complete it with 
information about the place you have chosen.

6  WRITE  Write a blog entry about your visit. 
Include some or all of your sentences from 
Exercise 5 and the topics mentioned in Exercise 2.

EXTEND YOUR WRITING
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VOCABULARY

1 Complete the sentences with these words. 
There are two extra words.

contract do make pond porch  
suburbs worktop

1 This kitchen doesn’t have a big (…).
2 All tenants have to sign a six-month (…) and 

leave a deposit of one month’s rent.
3 The garden has a lovely (…) with fish in it.
4 Do you live in the town centre or in the (…)?
5 Do you (…) the washing-up after meals?

2 Complete the sentences with the correct word. 
You are given the first letter.

1 I don’t want to go out tonight. I’ll s(…) i(…).
2 The flat is large with light and s(…) rooms.
3 She’s always wanted to live in a d(…) house.
4 At the weekend, they like to escape from city 

life - to g(…) a(…) from it all.
5 I’m not keen on wooden houses. I think they’re 

better made out of b(…).

GRAMMAR

3 Complete the second sentence using the 
Present Perfect and the word in capitals so 
that it has a similar meaning to the first. Do not 
change the word in capitals.

1 Liz started working for a couchsurfing  
service two years ago. WORKED 
Liz (…) for a couchsurfing service for two 
years.

2 They last saw Paul in January. SINCE 
They (…) January.

3 When did you first meet Karen? KNOWN 
How long (…) Karen?

4 We had something to eat,  
thank you. ALREADY 
We (…), thank you.

5 Wendy arrived at the station a few  
minutes ago. JUST 
Wendy (…) at the station.

4 Write sentences or questions using these words 
and the future forms in brackets. Then match 
each sentence to the uses (a-e).

1 Karen / organise / the decorations (be going 
to)

2 The train / leave / from platform five (be 
about to)

3 you / come round / this evening / ? (Present 
Continuous)

4 we / see / probably / go to France / next 
summer (shall)

5 you / do / the ironing / if / I / make / the beds / ? 
(First Conditional)

a an action arranged for the immediate future
b a possible future result of an action
c a future arrangement
d a future prediction
e a future intention

ROUND-UP

5 Complete the text with ONE appropriate word 
in each gap.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Think about this unit. What did you learn? What do you need help with? WORKBOOK p. 17SELF-ASSESSMENT

Mobile homes for me!
I’ve lived in a caravan 1 (…) 2016. In all that 
time, I’ve 2 (…) moved away from the caravan 
park because I love the location and it’s 
cheap. So people ask me, ‘Haven’t you got 
bored of living in a caravan 3 (…)?’ ‘If I do 
get bored, I 4 (…) move to a boat,’ I say. I’ve 
5 (…) been to stay with a friend who lives on a 
boat on the river and it was fantastic. I know 
it sounds strange, but I couldn’t live in an 
ordinary house. My mum says that one day I’m 
6 (…) to live in a tent in the middle of a field. 
Well, why not? If it’s mobile, I’ll be happy.

CULTURE

1  CLASS BRAINSTORM  What are the top ten things 
a teenager’s bedroom should have?

2  1.2 Watch Part 1 of the video. Answer  
the questions.

1 What is the programme about?
2 What hobbies do Freya and Hattie have?
3 What is the problem with the front room?

3  1.3 Watch Part 2 of the video. Decide 
if the sentences are true or false.

1 Michelle doesn’t think they can use the 
alcoves.

2 Ella and Mum empty the front room.
3 Michelle makes a floor plan of the room
4 The girls think about what new furniture they 

need.
5 The girls select old images of themselves to 

put on the wallpaper.

4  1.4 Watch Part 3 of the video. In pairs, 
write three sentences about the room before 
and after the make-over. Use these words.

blind butterflies cupboard cushions 
photographs sewing machine sofa bed 
wallpaper

5 In pairs, discuss the questions.

1 What don’t you like about your bedroom?
2 Imagine Michelle is coming to your home 

to help you change your bedroom. What 
changes would you like to make?
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DEBATE TIME

Task There is a shortage of new housing in 
your city. The local council has decided to build 
a housing estate on part of the surrounding 
National Park, which is the only green space 
in the city. Form two groups, one for and one 
against the proposal.

A BRAINSTORM and PLAN. Decide on your 
arguments and how to present them with 
examples.

B PRACTISE and PRESENT. Use phrases from 
Useful language, section 1 or your own ideas 
to practise presenting your arguments.

C ANTICIPATE. Try to guess what your 
opponents will say and think of counter-
arguments. Look at Useful language,  
section 2.

D DEVELOP. Prepare a closing statement  
that reinforces and summarises your  
key arguments. Look at Useful Language, 
section 3.

E DEBATE. Discuss in class.

Useful language

1 Presentation and main arguments
To begin with, we think that …
In addition, you should also know that …
It is well known that …
I would like to deal with two points here …
Our opponents have claimed that …
Last but not least, …

2 Counter-arguments
Our view is very different, we believe …
It doesn’t make sense to … because …
Let me just respond to that point …

3 Closing statements
Summing up, …
Having presented you with all the arguments,  

we think …

I WANT MY OWN ROOM!


